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TLLUSTRATIONS 


Plate I ELM SQUARE - c. 1905. The elm tree would be the 
centennial replant, surrounded on three sides by 
the A.V.J.5. seat. The streetcar track was close 
. ‘) §o the fam sidey and the tree cute off view of the 
“Shogo Crescent walk (gquarded by the “lemon ¢queezer"” posts. 
~Soos- oBepween the Library andthe horsechestnut tree at 
--"Se Othe Head sof Bssex Street, we sec a wlimpse ofthe 
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Shows the tenement on the southeast corner of the 
meidtens edt Lon and ithe retaining wail that continues 
vA Che ase otby Bre Abbotis. 9 :On>: therright, the. field, that 
| te Higvins‘usedras a »pasturgsand the Andrews house 
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Blanchard house, home of the Andover Historical 
 fSectetyy \Showsothe! old threeefoot 4K": fence and 
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SarGara hes @ehmax are’ HOW Boneve. re where 1 give 
at Mery ai 72, Chey axe tempered with 7 7D vO Hat Uney 
Se hn ‘TIT S¢eMBMORTAL HALL GYBRARY: ae 639105- ‘Showing the older 
RE LOue pmensard roof,°heavier front»éntrence steps, the 
Goosen. ogastedirenscannon and shoty the."“lemon squeezer” posts 
between the square granite ones flanking the crescent 
l »wealkw* Vhe ironepedestel watering: trough> atthe 
i Sone foo yoeurbvo 4né» branches of the horsechestnut tree at the 
corner of Essex Street. 


, a 
ak % 


Piate IV We leeve you at the gate in the stone wall at the 
south corner of he» net ayeree es Phillips and 
Abbot Streets. e Bebin’ on the Lemans pu of 
the ‘old red trod” which ext soul along 
Abbot Street. se 


in el 
* Be 
“ y 


avOLTadTevdd 


@atied bivey tert alo edf 208 Cf «0 ~ MHAues Maa ) MS evald 
gable sendy me Sshasorwe ,tasiqes Jalucevneo oe Sat 
BBY, dosae tagteetda efi .tees ..E.¥.5 Sede 
iy Yio atuo sort edi bag gece ast ond ot 
VeOUps aAcmel” edd yd pins 4.8 al tae ves inexg 
ayy baling et bro yesndis odd meewsed 
agnits a ses ow peeetde eho to bset Ot AE et 
owe Bb we v3 tet edd a} bas fdoauito: tahiged | dee 
is y teertG Egtoeo. A 


oer .2 ~ Peeusd sunteedo Io Waires VASE. - BLAM 
eit te Le FaBe oe 248 10. Umeaentos eis Bars “i 


+ te hoe goiteta cag a ag Pes “tte 
Webexbe afy seordy estan ee 
Rude 183 


de ise gar veeent Te es ae 
ShctseHitey faa 


ead Koeset wit Boel owt ; SF mecete: IAM. ve aie? 
_feoize ag4 ne docteoe Bi ti i te brgite i Pe 


ae % k = 
age a ee ee, 
ast me x Q 


aupe Peta ; gone 2 


; ee oe i nae 
x9 a Fame a ua te : 


ye es {lew @aese Ser ne Ree is 
bas eahttise ig ¥ a . f oltpewx: 

to coitesol eit ao sieua’s 
atolls fégoa uhdesue aie 


PREFACE 


In’1950, when I was elected to the position of 
president of the Andover Historical Society, I inherited 
Miss Caroline M. Underhill as Resident Director. A retired 
librarian, she greatly helped the Society in organizing and 
Cataloging our collection, not to mention the many things 
that she gave us. Not a native of Andover, she adopted it 
as her own, and strove to excite the rest of us to the rich 
mig eae a that was ours. 


0 One item of the collection that she ‘pattiea htebly 
was the description of Main Street in 1850, as written by 
Miss Bmily Carter (clipping from the Andover Townsman of 
January 22, 1934.) She pleaded, “Someday Andover of today 
will be history. won't someone (meaning me) write a 
description of the town as they do see or have seen it, that 
posterity can have it?" Several years azo I took up the 
idea and made some notes; this year I have tried to polish 
them off. 


are party: years is a idriig time to recall details. 
Comparative’ size my only means of measure, and my physical 
standard has changed with my age. Go where I give 
dimensions, they are tempered with judgment as to what they 
must have been, not what they seemed. My physical 
limitations prohibit my drawing or sketching, and t needs 
muse tid ee on fetes and the art of others. Kee 


zr present the Poll owitie for whet it e worth and 
I “hope fon aang wg ff sent Pag 


PF ylo Bichon 
r ORR be ‘6 


Pgaitgd :ti aeee ovat 10 eea ob Yodd ex. fe ai he a 


a 


a ere Tye 


COATES 

to noldianc edd ot beeontes aay: ri pails 0806 al: ae pase) 
Sevitedant I pytetoo® taginosvali av ont. ‘No daebtacng’ isa 
beaider A .todostiti tsebigen as iliduepa .M entiows0 asin Re ie 
boa pniaisiasyto ai ytelooe edt begiled ylssor | ca sae itard ti eas 
sprint yasa ett coltned oF ton, woke ) UO Bt. ss! 
gi betgobs eda ,tevobaa To ev itee: 8 Ton say ov9y. le tedt ee 
sotx edt of au to teet ed ettoxe: of evottea Bre yftwo 4 d as Die 
“3780 Bu tosis. a of rae 
7. o 
Yideld beulav ede tadd ink sets: edd to woth exo es 
xs nettitw es ,0@él ab teeta atom to ackt bnoeeb: eee 
paxeovol Tevobad edt MOTE gatqatlo) ‘Boy, 

teakoe fo TovobaA (sbemec" ,bebseolq eff - 


sg etiuw (om ‘wataeem) enosnos #fnow > 
eag qu xoot IT ons Rar ntuk fateved ib, «cal 


at inaalse pee ‘cachial date SISO 
faotaydg ym Dae ,eruesem to. ageon eNO. mn 
evig I stew of 468s Ym asin boge 
‘yeas tecw o¢ es soomebut, Adie bere 3 aa 
| feo leyia: ya io'ae su bioni aac eeenueate 
sg ES bans: ranidosede to pat oj 7 on 
ane © 89k TO" cr a 


i Take a Walk With My Memory 


My earliest recollection of the Free Church on Ulm 
Street must go baek to 14906, ae the cornerstone is dated 107 
and the church was dedicated the following summer. JI was out 
walking with my mother and remember asking her why the workmen 
were taking down the scaffolding before they finished the 
steeple. To a small boy it seemed a church should have a tall 
pointed spire with a weathervane on top like our South Church 
or the Baptist Church. 


As I turn toward the Square I note the spot where 
Canpion's barn once stood - e® little nearer the street than the 
Free Church wing, on the site now oceupied by the telephone 
building. There used to be ea large double house eight feet back 
from the sidewalk - it was torn down in 1949 - and then came 
Dr. Torrey's small white house, now moved well back behind the 
gas station. (The doctor's;two sisters, the Misses Sadie and 
Emily, from whom I took piano lessons, lived at #2 Florence . 
Street.) A fenced-in hayfield adjoined his lot before the deys 
of Dantos' ten-foot block and, finally, beyond the hayfield was 
the Nickleodeon - "Wonderland!" Dark hole of iniquity, it was 
out of bounds for me and I never saw the inside of it, but it 
was, I believe, the first theatre in Andover to show the 
"flickers," predecessor of the "movies" and the "talkies. ” 


Out Elm Street extended the single etreetcar track 
that went to Lawrence via Wilson's Corner where it swung left ©» 
down Den Rock Road, while the line from North Andover Center 
turned south along the Fike to Middleton and the North Shore, 
The Middleten Pike, or Koute 114, as you may know,if, was one 
of the first concrete roadways. It was built as an experiment, 
different mixes and methods being used for the various sections. 
I well remember the eighteen-inch-wide signposts along the east 
side. They were painted white with red tops and each had the 
formula for that particular unit stencilled on it. Further down 
toward Middleton one can still see some of the old pavement, in 
use from forty to fifty years. | fee, | 


; Back at Andover Square I cross the dirt road, tracks, 
and cobblestone gutter to the grassy bank and unpaved sidewalk 
in front of what is now the Square and Coxpass Club. It used to 
be the mud-brown Flint mansion in the days of its glory. — 

Me. John Flint was treasurer of the Tyer Rubber Company and 
president of the Andover Savings Bank. I do not recall Mr. Flint 
put I do remember the beautiful span of horses and the carriage 
that befitted a man of wealth. Some of you probably knew one of 
his daughters, Mra. Nellie Kand, who lived on South Main Street 
just besond "Fieldstones," and later on Morton Street. Mr. Rand 
managed the Andover Steam Laundry on Post Office Avenue util he 
was killed when his horse went under a tree branch too low for 


the rider. 
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| Between High and Main Streets the Barnard house 
still. looks’ out et the Squsre over the "Village Green." 

ixcept forthe color, its outward appearance has changed 
little though what was "Slicky's" mansion has been. made 

over into apartments. His is another old Andover family name . 
thet will pass:into history save for the street south of the 
Town House where the Barnard Shoe Factory was located, «for 
various pieces of real estate, and his son's business. The 
name is now borne only by his daughters-in-law. 


But the Square has changed. The erase plot once 
sloped from High to Main Street without any brick memorial -wall 
or sym@etrical evergreen tree, just a grass plot from the dirt 
sidewalk of High Street down to the Barnards' driveway; there 
were a couple of park benches along High otreet, a couple on 
the Green. There was no pavement on Main Street or elsewhere. 
In ‘the middle of the Square I remember the big Elm Tree ~ not the 
one for which the Square is named, but a second one in the same 
location, called the "Centennial," I believe. © About thirty —— 
inches in diemeter, it stood almost opposite the north end of 
the Library's crescent. walks, Before my day, perhaps about 1901, 
the Andover Village Improvement Society had built a seat around 
three sides. On the west side the trolley-car line ran so close. 
that. one. could not pass between car ane tree. 


The Memorial. Hell whieh housed: the Public Lapeasy - 
there was then no children's wing on the north = had a seni- 
peeeyeat approach protected by an,iron fence with four iron posts 
between each pair of square granite pillars that marked the. two 
entrances. These posts, about eight inch in diameter, were not. 
jast eylindrical, but of a type that in their day must have been 
considered artistic. words fail me to°deseribe their many curves 
30 I'll refer you to the nice sketch made by Mrs. Sanborn. As > 
I néver heard of even a fat person ¢etting stuck between them, | 
they must have been eighteen or twenty inches in the clear. As 
a child, though, I always thought of them as the “lemon squeezer" 
posts. Where did I get;that phrase? Remember before you bought 
frozen lemon juice, even before you used an electric juicer, the 
old glass fluted cone with the emall quarter-inch glass posts 
around its base to catch the pulp and seeds? ‘There were similar — 
“lemon squeezer" posts.in at least one other place ~ at the 
Salem Gtreet and Chapel. Avenue entrances to the #lm Arch Walk % 
across the Phillips Academy campus. What was their use? I don't 
mea unless it was to discourage horses from using the walkway. 


On Memorial Hell lawn, flanking the front steps, were 
two cast iron cannon end stacks of pointed cylindrical iron shot. 
Yhege and the iron fence joined theWorld War Jil effort in the 
serap iron drive. .J think the lemon squeezer posts and the 
original iron fence went to World war I. They disappeared about 
that time, at any rate. «I-recall the heavier entrance porch and 
the mansard roof, the years when Miss Gwichéll and Miss Edna 
Brown were the librarians and the charge desk was at the back . 
opestie | the entrance. Fn: ‘those were ar * must: have found the — 
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books by instinct or memory, so feebly were the stacks lighted 
by the arbon» electric bulbs. That was before the wing t the 
north was added and all the alcoves at the back were stecks 

with only narrow aisles between. Not much wider were the stairs 
to the bahkcony guarded by a latched gate that was opened only to 
the privileged. .On the second floor the G. A. H. had its head-°” 
quarters. , There the war mementoes were kept and there a marble 
plaque still»records. the names and.datez of these who fought in 
the Civil war, ) | 


Ate she. curb, near the library's southern gn thinde? was 
& horse wetering trough, on. its. iron pedestal, with a faucet and 
tin cup for the driver's use. Originally it was a squeeze-type 
faucet; later I recall.a bubbler with a cement-block step for the 
smaller fry. It has gome.along with its need. The motor car 
drinks at the eas, PUMP re its driver at the snack bar across the 
nt veet Py 


Sie There chit Missive bul lading Nea yee as of ol dy Phen’, 
reached by a new concrete walk across’ the mire that was Andover's 
Square, Simeone's Drug Store (he was father of William and Paul) 
ocoupied the Elm Street corner where I now see the Town Grili... 
The American Express - predecessor of the Railway sxpress — had a 
small office in the corner next the alley. Various tenants have 
been there since, including a furrier and a florist. The last one 
head coffee and doushnuts for sale. Facing the Square was the coal 
comtany's office - I think it was the Andover Coal Company - 
the telegraph office, a barber shop; leter there was Livingston's 
ONT: Shop, a shoe repair pases,’ ‘and Looks Camere Shop. | 


. “2° One. Still use the Musarove's center door. The dark 
corridor is still there, ond so ere the broad uncomfortable.stairs 
at the rear left which once led to the Teleghone Sxchange.on.the 
“second floor, but the fost Offitée iene longer’eat the far.end. 1 

remember the wide arch beyond which one faced a wall of glass- 
windowed delivery boxes. #ach had a number and two concentric 
diels which, had to be positioned to open the: 3x5 door; a few... 
boxes were of double or triple size°for business firms,: At the 
extreme left were ‘two windows for mailing parcels: end buying 
stamps, with drop chutes between them and the delivery..boxes,, 
This floor space is now occupied by the thrift Shop, entered only 
from Post. Office Avenue. “In the southerly angle. of the building 
has long bean Verrette's Lunch, but it is an old drug store .... 
“loeation. Before my Gay it was William Allem's, and was then taken 
over by his clerk, SUBCY» with, the Be LAF ole At tor bars: - was 
Crowley's. : i Pacha 


Where the bn tbo see" SIoK Sbiside wtkléom ‘Sieemne! € 
Drug Store end the X-L Cleaners now stands, I remember Valpey's.. 
Merket, & two-story wooden building with a six-foot wide.porch 
nearly. flush with the dirt sidewalk, Heving hitched your horse 
to the iron-pipe rail that extended between two ten-inch square 
eranite posts (Iike Figs 9); you entered the sawdust-strewn 
market by .a center door recessed between show windows. The one 
at the left, on the corner of Post’ Office Avenue, was the, office 
_ witha high desk and a*high stool for the alan sige Zhe ether 
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At the south end,of.the: porch ome found william Allen's 
Victrola phonograph end music shop on the second floor, overlooking 
the, slopingypereh roof.;:, the stairs were outside the building and, 
asl first recall them, hung. precarioucly over, the abyss where men 
with horse-drawn scoops were gy pasty bark celiar of what was to be 
Bee Barnard block. CMate.4 2) ci 3 


the building. of the: Bernard block was probably my first 
engineering undertaking ~ as sidewalk engineer. some of its early 
occupants were Miss Hiller's Dry Goods Store, Buchen and Francis 
(first.and second. floor.display of | furniture), and the Family -Shoe 
Store... Flaydon, the florist, occupied the rark Street, corner 
uatil.he and, Albert.Lowe, the druggist, who bad beenrin the, Andover 
Press Building near Chestnut Street, swapped locations. I see that 
the business is now in the hends of Lowe's partners Charlie Dalton. 
Miss-Irma;: Beane took over Killer's. The. First National Storey«re 
enlarging, moved from its first,location across the street to othe 
Buchan+Prancis site, and that in turn hes been taken by Cole's 
Hardware, Ford's Lunch has;been there for some time... On the 
second floor Smith and Coutts, Printers, came after Buchan-Irancis 
and wae followed by the Townsman Fress under klmer Grover. When: he 
failed and the Townam was teken over by Hogers, another oem ene 
coneern ,and .&, second-hand furniture exchange moved. tn. axl 


. dust. how. the. town; Looked east of. Mein Street, tn the days 
of my youth, is not;:s0 clear toome:.- thet was "the other side of 
town." Gn the morth side of Park Street where Walter's Tavern is 
now, there was a short-lived Five and Ten Cent Store, and then 

Mr. Francis', “what Not," later Gaken over by Mra. Dyson. Treanor's 
Gift Shop, now the Andover Gift shop, is.on the site of Bestman's 
barber shop and Andover's oldest bakery, wich was called the 

bark Street. Bakery and was run-in my day by Jesse West's father, 

by Jesse | anG.by MacGregor... It.was moved -to Post “ifice Avante in 
Oe Bi: 6 and has ARRAS hands several tines BANOC «0: | | 


fhe next, ‘small. wooden building I remenber as shared by 
Mr. Reynolds' shoe répair and a Chinese laundry. The latter wos 
Al Zink's first .radio shop <in,.the,late ‘40's, and after thet 
Phinney.'s headquarters fornis radio repair, audio loudi-speaker 
service, and record shop before be moved up to the old shaw place 
on Main Street... Now.the Mieses Hill run a home bakery there» © 
having been crowded out of their first location on Chestnut Street 
We the. cas eae Paris The. eect half is « beauty ‘shop. Sen 


- ” Next. was, a double wootieie pudding that housed Buchan and | 
waite, the, plumbers, on. the west. ends Buchen iand Francis, ‘ 
furniture, on the far end and upstairs. This is where I first» 
recall the furniture, store, before it.moved, to, the, Barnard block on 
Main Street. . McNally enlarged the building and brick veneered itwo« 
Then he moved into the east end. McNally ran the store and kept 
the books. Should I say that, Buchan did ibe Sinty, work?, rye tend 
that NAR: thes, business, RAGA ARS of how. J ¢ aay atin | | 


| | “where. the Recreation Genken: now. atendey: Riged ne: aa tedinen 
ipo Morrissey had.a liveny. stable. Until about 1916. we, boarded» 
Our, HOFse »: Roy, there where he was, under the special care of Prank 
Markey's father, Pete. In those days it was “hack" or "livery" - 
what we now call “taxi.” 
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\. o} Om theo east corner of Bartlet Street, where Clark now has 
a car. salesroom, end garage, wes the blacksmith shop, first owned by 
Morrison end Tuttle, later by Anderson and Bowman. Like the baby, 
the horse frequently.needed.new shoes,,. the, carriage, wheel a new 
tire, or. the, pickexe @ new, point... On the west corner, Coleman was 
going modern with.e garage for servicing the new "borseless 
carriages, ”... He. also.would ingtall.wires, to carry that new stuff to 
dABHE your house, called. “electricity.” | 


The open. parcing space, DEXt, was, hidden. behind an ei ght- 
foot brick wall, and a wide door-like gate gave access to an open 
court and open shed used to store town wagons. A closed shed on 
the east side, of. the court stored, sand for.icy epter sidewalks. 


On the. outside the firehouse. looks much as of old, put a 
glimpse through the.open.door shows, high-powered red trucks. where 
the. old. smoke-belching steam, pumper used to stand behind the harness 
which hung. as, one. piece. from the @wiling. There must have been three 
ox.four big dappled gray. horses, stabled. et.the east corner of. the 
house near. Barnard, Street... In slack season the Board of Public 
Works used them on, road work,to.haul-the gravel or the sprinkling 
cart used to ally the dust on the. town's unpaved streets. In case 
ofa fire, the, dump cart. was unhiteched from the front. axle. and the 
driver drove. like a cheriot-driver of old for the engine house or, 
if.out with the.watering cart, with his. foot pressed hard on the 
pedal, controlling the flow. of MAPAF » to lighten the load as, 
rigaintir eh as possible.. 


via Up. the south side of. Park street marched a row of wooden 
naden hone poles.connected by numerous parallel wires, At the rear 
of the Town Hall, the town scales were in frequent use weighing 
farners' hayloads and wagons. loaded. with livestock. In front - 
and the facade shows, little change.- a lovely elm tee pleased the 
eye and. offered welcome shade, which is more than can be said of the 
parking meters! Only. the OF ESAIS » GRPRLEE RLASREAS HOSA remind us 
OEP BORSA He PURE days. | 


 Inaide the Hall there are. “some changes. in the Boor | 
arrangement. the lower town hall where the Boy Scouts met under 
the leadership of “Ham” Lewis and Harold Whipp has become a court 
room. "Ham" end Harold were taking postgraduate work "on the hill" 
but. found time to lead four troops, some one, hundred and twenty or 
more. boys, in the Scout. program... They, even ran a summer Camp for 
us in Middleton onthe Ipswich River., I remember Mr. Phil French 
(Senior), and a Mr. Homer, who lived next to the Apbot Cricket Field 
on. Abbot. atreet, as members of the,local. council. That was in 1916. 
Across, the hall, Mr». Bemists office as cuperintendent ef Schools 
hadieoabedded fineemendcergon hhe guhped §eeohapthnohabandoidecrease 
the, Ai 5a. of the APRRARAR & office ang GLYe the Town Clerk more space. 


| . “Upstairs was ‘the town ‘meeting oe seated on hard~ 
bottomed settees @, long-auffering public listened to the harangues 
of iMatty."” eae oe rice bal lowings of John “reynor. The same ha 
benches - but. then possibly more endurable -.were used when we... 
watched the theatrical presentations of the "Barnstormers,"” . At the 
Meant, ie ne » Pi there was 4 smal) PULA Maks Umestened” 
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to fell at eny moment but never did. Cleared, the hal: was used 
fox a aon veer SHOWS; mene or bazaars. | 


Os Vs After aw rik Parser CEreer’ one aboot diet S 
joweasy store on the corner. It took in what is now Shirley 
Bernard's insurance office and Billings’ present location as far 

as the stairs that led up to Williem Benfield, the tailor, 

Whiting was succeeded by Blackshaw in the early’ ’20's, and Billings 
et first had the whole corner. Beyond the stairs, where the Dame 
Shop is now, was George Hiexinge'’ real estate office, and later 
Cherlie Hild” 8 electrical shop. 


er wde “Then one comes to the ive ebo®! Food Shop which you may 
oven was once controlied by H. P. Hood & Sons. Before’ my day 
this was the location of the “Metropolitan” variety store » run by 
Miss pila Holt. She also ran’ an informal clearing house for 
domestic: help. I remember Miss Ella, and my father always referred 
to the store as the “Metropolitan.” In my day it was run by 
Mrs. Dalton, mother of Bill, Charlie (the druggist), and Frances. 
ere she hada candy, cookie, and ice cream parlor. She filled 
sugar cones for swall’ boys, using a flat, spade-like Spoon, and 
filling them from the bottom tip to well over the top - al for a 
nickel!°. On the marble wall back of’ the soda counter one of the 
spigots had a mysterious label "I'Don't Care." Even Mrs. Dalton 
could not give a formula for it. It was a little of this - a little 
of that, whatever would not go into the other wells when she filled 
them up. Farther beck in the ‘store was the showcase full of 
Shrafft's Blue Ribbon Chocolates at forty cents a pound, They were 
considered very special in those days, A group of wire-Legged 
tables and chairs was at the extreme rear. Along the upper shelves 
on the north wall was the packsged candy, half, one-, and even 
two-pound fancy boxes,’ with roses or pictures of pretty girls with 
ink and white complexions and wearing big picture’ hate. On the 
ower shelf, at a tempting height, was the penny candy - Boston 
Baked Beans (the beanpot was about one and one-half inches high), | 
Candy cigarettes, marshmallow bananas, chicken corn, penny peanut 
bars, stick licorice, gum balls, and hard candies, If you hed a 
nickel - where did you get itt. - Shere. were Necco Wafer met rke ‘end 
fonea? chocolate. bers. SP . Be erage riggy phe 


HOw Gh Woke ren was ‘gf wooden bLaaaae 4 tater a hethehea of work 
space on the second floor, On the street’ level Frank Cole, the 
Superintendent of Public Wevhat had’ s haberdashery shop. On the 
south side of the building was "Johnny Shoestrings" (Soehrens' ) 
barber shop ‘(haircut 25 cents). Peterson owned the men's’ store 
for a short tire before the block was torn down and replaced with 
Woolworth's” ten-footer, Between the’ ola woodén store and the ‘Arco 
Building -then new - Rogers Brook was boarded over and through a 
picket gate’ at the street line one had ‘access to the’ Tear of the 
ARCO iiding and even to Chestnut. Street. — five | 
@ pulled The Arco block Just antedates my memory. Bat it was yti2: 
new as far back ac I recall, The first store was f. P. Chase’ « oF) 
sporting goods and photographic ‘supplies. Pollard, the lame 
fellow, was clerk and later owner. Next was S. K. Ames’ batter and 
egg tore. Arthur Jackson at one time sold ecge there for 29 0 
35 cents per dozen. © And there we bought the best butter at 22 cents 
a pound in five-pound bricks, or aheates tub butter for 18 or 20 
cents a pound. 
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.».. Then came the stairs to the apartments and the Briggs- 
Allen School on the second floor. I am the first and oldest 
élumnUs of this school which was started at the request of some 
of the mothers in town as a private chool for girls. limily and 
"Patty" (Frances) Thompson, Dorothea Flagg, Ledwin Curran, Heldegard 
Kunherdt, Selly Bertlett, Margaret French, and Helen walker were 
the first pupils enrolled, the place Mrs. Eriges' small apartment 
where she was assisted by her daughter, Miss imcy Allen. The 
echool must have.been running for two or three years before I went 
there to take first erade because my bifthday falling just after 
January first meant I could not enter public school for another 
yeer. Gbese Mrs. Briggs loved small children and had a way with 
them. . she would have liked to hold me on her lap, but for some 
reason it just. disappeared when she sat down. Miss Lucy, whom you 
may recall as Mrs. Thexter Eaton, continued the school at 49 Abbot 
Street. she, like her mother, loved children ~ in fact, she loved 
everyone. You never heard of any of her troubles, least of all 


South of the stairs wes the paper store, run by ©. FP. 
Chase. lor many years I was asked to call here about January end 
for a half-pound box of chocolates, a birthday present from 
Mes. Chase who, as Miss Jenny Abbot, was my first public school 
teacher in the second grade. On Hlovember 22nd, she in turn 
received one of FPiaydon's cheicest big yellow chrysanthemums. 


Carl Bleander's, MeDonald's coal office, and the telegraph 
office were at various times next before one came to the Andover 
Press Building. ‘There originally Lowe's Drug Store occupied the 
north side (entered by the left-hand “bias” door) until the 1920's 
whem, as previously mentioned, he changed places with Playdon. 
Since Mr. Fiaydon died, his business has been handled from the 
ereenhouse, and the Main Street site has been occupied by Hiscox 
for the past five years. The Andover Bookstore was on the 
Chestnut Street corner and supplied books and stationery to the 
eacademies as well as to the general public. The press offices were 
upstairs and the printing plant at the rear. Few of Andover's 
public school graduates of that period may realize that the names 
on their diplomas are in the fine Spencerian hand of Miss Nellie 
Parmer, who was bookkeeper for the press and worked at the front 
window on the second floor. Ghe lived on the east side of 
Whittier Street just south of Park Street, and received her early 
training in her father's fish market on Barnard Street. 


South of Chestnut street there are many changes, 
especially on the east side. As I remember, a brownish frame 
tenement house stood on the corner about eight feet back from the 
street line, its lawn flush with a flat granite-topped stone wall 
eighteen inches high... This well made a hard but convenient seat 

of a summer afternoon on which to wait while the streetcar was. 
being faced about to returh to Lawrence. The trolley pole had to 

be pulled out from underneath, then the conductor walked through the 
car, turning over the seats, and reversed the operation at the other 
end amid much sparking as he tried to engage the trolley wheel with 
the wire. uaa gyal ¢ bk ais aha nee a 


Malatesta Sidewalks changed on crossing Chestnut Street from brick 
and occasional sections of the “new cement" to tar with humps due 
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to tree roots. The east sidewalx met a granite curb at the 
cobble-lined gutter of the dirt street. The curb extended to 
Funchard Avenue, as did the granite retaining wall, reaching 


its maximum height in front of the Lyons' house, now the 

Barnard Arms, and dropping again to twelve inches at the avenue. 
Where the present Co-Op building changes roof level, there was 

& driveway break in the wall, then it resumed at a thirty-inch 
height. A stair break allowed access to Dr. Charles Abbott's 
office. The wall curved out around an elm tree and then broke 
egain for a driveway to the doctor's front docr and con to the 
barn. All that remains of the wall is the highest section 
(three and e half feet high) in front of the Barnard Arms. This 
stucco and half-timber house was built avout 1915 for a family 
by the name of Lyons on the site of Judge roor's home. The judge 
was for many years town moderator. In the 1940's it was Morton 
Fuller's Funeral Home and in the 1940's was made over into 
apertments. 


From here the wall sloped down in front of #64, which was 
br. Stowers' (déntist) end later, when he moved ecross the street 
to Dr. Scott's big house, it wes Ivar Sjostrom's before it was cut 
Gown to sidewalx level by the Bay State Bank in 1956. The A & P 
was the Myerscough and Buchan garage, out before that the first 
house on the north side of Punchard Avenue faced on Main Street 
end there was no ten-focot block of stores. ‘The retaining wall even 
turned the corner onto the avenue with a height of tweive inches 
end tapered off in about eight or ten feet. Main Street wes not 
always ievel from the Square to Morton Street. Nature abhors a 
straight line and the glecier had left a hump in the middle of our 
tewn. Some of this high ground still remains and some has been 
leveled. The site of the Press building was once twenty inches 
higher. David Shaw's front lawn hed to be lowered and I recall 
the Andrews house, which stood where the Post Office is now. It 
was about eight feet back behind a picket fence on the street line 
and some four feet above the sidewalk. The street was leveled in 
the early 1890's, I believe, for the benefit of the street cars. 


South of Punchard Avenue, the house behind the Caronel 
Apartments now faces the avenue, but I recall it facing Main 
Street. Well back from both street lines, it was surrounded by 
the same curb-like wall with the pyramid-topped posts at the walk 
openings. The only difference was that the lawn was at te same 
elevation as the sidewalks, exposing both sides of the curb wall, 
There wes a large horse chestnut tree on the lawn at the corner 
and as we pass the elms that still stand between the sidewalk and 
the gutter (once cobblestone) we are opposite Locke Street. 


On the north comer of Locke was Dr. Leitch's, now 
Dr. Blake's. It has the only porch on Main Street where I recall 
a social cup of tea being served. Like all general practitioners 
in those days, Dr. Leitch had to have a horse and buggy for his 


house calls, so what we see as Dr. Blake's garage was Dr. Leitch's 


stable. 


Number 97 has the same three-story front, but I miss a 
couple of big trees end the horizontal “X" fence, also the big 


 @riveway gate with one of those twelve by twelve-inch granite 
- posts to anchor its hinge. We have Miss Underhill to thank for 
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the beautiful redwood paled fence with its urn-topped posts and 
the black iron stair rail.’ Of course thé house has changed from 
"Duxbury" brown to white, matching the fence. 


“fo the nerth Dr. Hulme's place seems unchanged though I 
miss the signs of -life in the turret room at the right. The Stowers 
house looks much as it did’when it was Drs Scott's,. Devid Shaw's 
red mansion is gone. I recall it in the center of what is» now 
perking space, behind a two-foot wall and a crescent-shaped tar 
drivewey sprung from castellated stone gate posts. Next was the 
Grouts' and then the afore-mentioned Andrewé' place. .This faced 
south onto a tar drive that are-ed upward from the lowered street 
level. Until 1926 it bore the Andover Historical Society sign, as 
the members rented two rooms for their collections and held meetings 
there until Miss Underhill tock them in et #97. 


| Where the gas station now'#ands on the southwest corner 
of Main and Chestnut was Mr. Hieeins’ pasture - yes, J remember 
when grass prew on (if not in) Andover's Main Street. The pasture 
was fenced in with round posts four feet high connected by one by 
five boards, three of them I think, and a board flat against the 
post over the rail ends. Fun, ~- fences neant various things to a 
small’ boy. ‘They meant stay here, don't go there, They were to 
climb on, sit on, or swing on. Some, like board fences, cut off my 
view; I don*t recall any like Tom Gawyer's that I had to paint. 


Mr, Higgins ran the livery stable, a real estate office, 
and was town clerk for many years. He lived in the house «just west 
of this “pasture™ - until recently the “Tots end Teens” store. 


Glencing down Chestnut Street, I. note the house behind the 
Savinits Benk and reflect that it bears but slight resemblence to 
the grandeur of the Swift house as it stood facing Chestnut Street 
well back from Main (where the bank's grass plot mow is), big shade 
trees on the front lawn (red beech, I'd say), and a drive from >. 
Mein to Chestnut, then on to the barn at the west. Along both 
street lines was e heavily-vuilt fence - big square posts, heavy 
boxed base and rail, leree turned uprishts between,» On Main Street 
there were three or four large elms between ‘the sidewalk and cobble- 
stone gutters” = * = press eager “Ba 2 ORaAR 
' “Rogers Brook was ‘open west of Mein Street close behind 
the “wift house; where Rod Hill's hardware store stands today. 
North of it was a gabled twosstory wooden building with a step-high 
porch or platform ten feet to the dirt sidewalz. ‘The second story 
and gable are still discernible over Michael Jay's ten-foot facade. 
The south helf'was a shoe store's George end Bill Brown's, later 
Henry Miller's; the north half was the "Fleur-de-Lis" needle and 


thread shop. Bingo yt | 

~ oS © North of the alleyway the First Nationel Store opened its 
first Andover shop. Stairs led up to apartments above, among others 
to the rooms of Miss Cherlotte Helen. Abbot. If you chanced to stop 
by, she would move @ big pile of her genealogical books and notes 

to an equally big pile on the table or floor, dust off the chair, 
and talk AT’ you for ae long as you would stay. cn the street level 
was the Andover Gandy Kitchen.’ This was the Draper block, torn . 
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down in '57, the space now used as a parking lot. Next was 
walter itiorse's Hardware + stairs led up to second floor apart= 
ments - and Andy BSasso's fruit stand with its whistling peanut 
roaster and ~- for Memorial Day ~- cocoanuts. Incidentally, do you 
know that cocoanuts on Memorial Day are strictly Andoverian? 

You cracked them on the tombstones at the cemetery. I'm afraid 
that must be Andoverian, too! But to get back to Main Street - 
now 1 see a beauty parlor and a flower shop instead of the fruit 
stand where Mrs. Basso's sweetness made up for Andy's gruffness, 
and recall the narrow alley beside the bank building, now a tarred 
arive leading to the bank's parking lot. 


The Andover National Bank had only the three southerly 
bays on theestreet level. One entered a center revolving door to 
face the tellers’ cages. four-feot counters were topped on three 
sides by heavy wire (one and one-half inch mesh) that enclosed the 
tellers’ cages top, back, and sides, even extending between the 
different windows. ihe only entrance was by a mesh door that 
automatically slid shut and locked. At the left was a small office 
for Mr. Hollend, the cashier. At the right a controlied door 
allowed the “privileged” access to the vault and to the drectors' 
room. the fourth bay ~ at the left - hed stairs to the second 
floor. Here Smart and Flagg's: Insurance Company was long the chief 
occupant, with Judge Colver Stone, Anne Greeley, anc Fred Cheever  .w 
at various tiwes having the smaller offices. Odd Fellows' Halil ™ 
was on the third floor. A door at the right of the stairway gave 
entrance to the Savings bank where a.long dark corridor led past 
the three and one-half fo counter topped with a brass fence*like 
grating. Behind this I recall Miss blorence Kimball, Mr. Hussey, 
and Arthur Jenkine, Mrs Fred Boutwell had an office at the dark 
end of the hall. ait AR <dlli ee 


The Burna bleck seems always to have had a barber shop. 
Flander's Lunch was also located there. The Burns Company clothing 
store competed with slander and with Lengrock’s (now the Andover 
shop) near Morton Street for the ecademy boys’ trade. The 
Lawrence Gas and Slectric Company had a big frontage where 
Sutherland's and MacCartney's now have branch stores. A short- 
lived toy store had Burns' location in the mid '50's. I cannot 
recall what preceded Maria Feirweather and the Cross Coal office 
on the corner, but as you will note later they were not walways 


there in my day. 


Before we turn the corner, let us taxe a last look at 
Main Street. It used to be a dirt road marked. here and there by 
a line cf curbing, here and there by a stretch cf brick sidewalk. 
Once, even within my memory, it had many shade trees, some fine 
elms smong them. The firat to fall in my time wewe those by the 
Bernard block and the Town House, and the old elm of the Square, 
a horse chestnut at the head of Sssex Street, those by the old 
Swift place and in front of the new post office. More recently 
the elm at Chestnut Street and by br. Abbot's have gone. s«ranite 
hitching post and rail geve way to steel or wooden poles for 
trolley wires for the double track, telephone wires, and street 
lights. ‘These in turn passed when the telephone and light wires 
went underground, busses replaced the trolley cars, and the lights 


oe Oe BRS 


aire pias etek wadineg 8 a 6A head wots soaye edd aan ee aod 
“dene s woelt bossa we qu He. etiagE Ha peta: ‘sate wedles 
tumse@ solligicw adi adiw Lasce Fie ws "oaned Ube bie - ath 


Oe gb —“Ulietaehionl .etuanoons. ~ ya indecent: ‘tot = bos eyuKox 


‘Sphdaouthak: giddhiatavetw Yet fetzomew Feced aasi'e9000 Peis) WOK 
phexta mt .Uxesemeo end os seitovadaot odd ag BS » ut 
~ foetds SEAM od aopd dem od Wed boas. pasinevobad ‘od peti r : 
¢ iret od to beudeet aeds xwolt 6. base! ofeng Yiveod 8 4 28a" ie ‘d ‘i 
papentivrs ge ybad tot qr ehan sganteoua @ Oeced «ae. % sap 

ae, z) upsecd Fw claane ate Meee etd SHES ey velia: worian | : P 

oto gatecey, aoe She 3 paleo oe 


pas 


Maveloinie erie ent adie pad Price teneksan: aevobad. ‘ 3 . Aas 
o¢ teoh actviover zedneo s Gotedi#e ex. Level. sentieteds 0. eyed 


eexit mo Deqaoet ovew eTeTaOU toot—cu0l ~.agheo”: tegel lod: ‘eddy soe: 


odd fesolone tedd. (deem dont Slad~oue bin ena) exe yeaa Ye aebte 
sid meewied gutbaetxe wove ,aedia Han ,koad 190s @O aD sSaeueet 


‘Pete Soob deers Ch eew epdsidde gre enk .awobatwe 
eo !zio iigus » enw a%el end GA .wenxsol bas: jude athe yYlleaceame 
iggah SDellowtace 8 oigit e048 G4. .%6i8aao eds: panel OR » tf +1 
tomotosab ait oF base sivaw. 9G, Oi: a eo OR Rbegelivigg: : to fe 
Pussies eft oF extern Dad ~ stl etd de ~ wed ay AS aa 
isis wie anol Baw YneqHod, Goraigert. 3 * pape hie Stas: Cyt ee 
*,. SOVSGHD heel Sue’, yeloers inital, 120006 nevicd sabok dy ivegte 
it Sint 'owetled bbO ‘“.teotrito zsliswe eat aclyed: aoe tt ee 
on Yowtiste eff le diosa osh eq ood, 4° 3 7 0. mae 
eag het ‘CELIO . axed, BOeL & SCAN 208 Tao 
‘i ltecaet award 8 ttle. beqaot setauon MH, 
_sWoouul oy LlegakZ eoneigla ae ni disoes I gid 
alee we i, Aare: (Me bad at AS ak. sg 


= ee yetthe x ¥ ba ai taf Pies 


‘iad une 8 poe ‘ered: ord gamle pmose pee saa ot aris 
subiseLo ‘Reano dew of? .Stesy Heisool aah dee: rebrelt 
sevehes. Sat wor) loot yaa. Antw fa8- opie bt ad be odaqne CRS Ov 

et sebatt hagas quebaos ess x07 ‘Seomse 
aki B Rad Yamquod opsoele 
owen: spin peep 


as bene. 


doamag I .u'Gt* Adm as ct uatdeoo! ‘sacsd? io’ oe Sees 
eof) to. er néorD ens biw iedteewtiad sitah be, ae frog: 


woaetet "tom _oeane Nene xeoak enon: fiw bseh a8) ee rx6 


hie tear goat a ane: ‘ck ‘ea eee ea? etre VW 
sey Stace Lam 9 tod -S9nK00 ‘paot Peis, f BES gee. beau. ; 
- \glewebse uehte io Motes a yd exeds bie exert eatde 
BOLT Gide , Shots SHAdU hea Daa Cl ¢_iozaar He Be 
eit Ye Socks amen sald ywomt® fat os Agtsy ent. oe 
( @aeups ony te aie bie. sit: Dae. eeso! awe? edd: boas 
Hin gt yd egodsd ,-eeerye eewd Io. dead odd Fad 

EL Sees, e120 < F8RL TIO: taoq- won aft ke, Chor: abe por 
SELES, BG0g, Svat. e deeds , 0 Yd be togtid goatee of 
ee ‘ap Lig REDOOE. go Seete 65 Hoy othe Tee Deen Ag OE 
eens ore ,eontw ellonvelat ~Xomt), aldops. ‘ohh tod abs 
peti fivit bus ecogelod Oa gadu degsaq axes a eet) ee 
edict tl wad Bae pote ~otlow ed? booalget ndsacd: “ebawort ate on 


a IE Sid 


rat ‘ > 
OR iis Ms 


A 


'e 


EVN Te ene the SCS tere een tt ek 


oe 


wre 
y 
< 
f 
3 


1 Hiestet3 jog soe bane VESMRSEE: 3 OP <n re 


os ie = 
en 


- 
rpppea iit AGE? ac dht } Edy 


4} 
' mayen at 


r* 


” 


fei eau 


peeing ai wer 7. on oe 


Peers 


4 


ap nga Casa Deed Se RES Scan ree Lert ine re Nt ee 


ths 


Bed SWB ec 


~_ 


1 A 


went ‘onto iron Jotekvete: Now Woursed the conifer on the Village 
Green and he Post Office flag »pole stand only the parting meters - 
8 na pene 1 peas for shade | 


in winter the street cars plowed the width of wo tracks, 
leaving a couple of inches ‘or so of snowy and with bic wing bledes 
Cleared eight feet each side to a sloping grade. Snow, ened 
shoveled from the sidewalks, made a pile sometines over six feet 
high in the gutters,» T-have ‘seem more than one startled horse tip 
over his sleigh in the ravine called Main Street. How different it 
ist today when ‘the BrwW, within a day or two after a th 8a has the 
snow cleared right down to the conerete pavement!) © 


Leaving Mein Street we turn toward dssex, past what was 
‘once J, H. Campion'’s grocery store in the V of Centre] street. 
When in 1926 he sold out to Greeley, it became the Vermont Tea and 
Butter Store, then ‘‘ardif's electrical appliance and repair shop. 
It is now Ruth Hammond's dress shen. Suppose we cross diazonally 
to where the horse chestnut tree stood at the curb by the Library, 
and descend the arede to the thestre parxing lot. “e are now 
‘standing where once - and until ebout 1850 - ren the tracks of the 
Andover-Wilminztow Railroad. One can easily follow the old line as 
it crossed Pearson Street (look over the gss station fence), 
crossed Main Street diangonally, then on to Temple Place and High 
‘Street. Here at-the parking lot, next to the Library's grr mai 
well, I recall the bowling alleys snd, nearer the street, ther 
nichthawk lunch cart. Althoush bricked in and fixed, it Wes 78 ae 
thet re Bees amide xs on pete and follow the trade. 


Ra I fonenver ebay ener Coles": Dumber shed mhete onal theatre 
now ‘etante, end Phil Prench's chemical “works on wssex Places The 
depot originally wood where the theatre is nowy,;cand I believe that - 
M. T. Welehb had a tin shop and plumbing business in here somewhere. 
“If you ‘turn and look across the street at the old Smith and crate 
‘puilding, you wil! note *the windows’ in the gable - proof that it © 
‘was onée the freight devote After Smith and Manning it came 
John Stewart's second-hand store, “He held on for some time, rand} 
théveh more recently it hes had several short-hived. businesses» 
ees bead ‘has pec: aseRt SR) 5 bene aeak: hand ae bigger voa@ay iG RARE 

swsdlyes wah 
CLOTS! Gtadeton down the hill ‘peat the: -Senenend- house, me see “the 
brick building erected about 1919 for the post office. Aiming to 
be near enough the railroad so the latter would»deliver from the. 
‘tains, the planners had measured to the platform and not to the 
‘etation. They missed out bya few feet. Ernest Hetherington, who. 
“hed bought* ‘OuUt~L. A. Holt and Smith and Manning, then took over «'» 
‘the uptown part of the building. Later when James: Greeley bosgat 
‘out Heatherington, and after him Campion, he established the»: 
‘Rockport Market - here, - expanding to half the bvilding, even: ussng : 
“the vaceted postoffice area for storage before the Andover Silver 
Company méved in. The post office, of course, Laesbntetl, wamonb et: present 
atte see: ‘on Mein Street in the early” acpeheraesanee ‘ ane! vy 
“ » * Jie RD 

FEE nigging back up meas Street, I pass op AB the Smith 
end itn tng pbuilding and the Baptist Church. Straight ahead is 
the old railroad location ~- through Andy Murphy's Gross" across 
Central Street, at the head of Brook Street, over Cross’ front 
lawn, and so on = but that is a story in itself. » A. Holt Co. 
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Groceries occupied the basement floor of the church no emgeg| now 
used by the Baptist Gunday School and far church socials. here 
“Was 'at ‘loading pletform on vthe »side valley for -+andling, borrels 
end other « heavy items. ;iimith and ‘Manning also loaded vrhere <= 
renee: rae) ane a of poaenans in those days. bar 


, round the corner and face "Central House," a three- 
decker directly behind Campion's; oncthesstreet floor was ‘a Chinese 
waunary to wkich I sent omy stiff" sawseasy" collars and an 
occasional pleated tuxedo shirty;on the two upper floors were nesro 
apartments as in the double two-story white house to the southwest. 
These two houses and anotherowhite one behind'a white picket fence 
oem +4 Mhé uapaan that is now: rehe: bank's parking nets 


Ry iAhovher: leak ab the | Baptist Ghamohe the upper part much 
as 7? ts: apedaet’ ‘Iemiss the elm: tree thet stocd .on the ‘Central 
street line between thercobblestone gutter ana: the »sidewakk, . | 
‘Facing a gravel ares are the three doors. which in:imy day led into 
Holt'srbasenentostorey the.left one to the storage section. Here 
one would find Mir. Jimmie Marshall loading the light horse-drawn 
waceon in summer, orethe 'pung' in winter with market baskets filled 
‘with bags of cookies, prunes;ocornmeal, a half-pound of tea. If it 
“Ls Wednesday ‘andshe*hasvean order forthe -Garltons; it may»mean 
tgoinrrarcund tothe platformoin: the slley to load on a hundred-pound 
beg of sugar or to boost on a barrel of flour. IJ enter the middie 
door, past ithe rack dispbhaying Loose+Wilées fancy cookiéssa They. are 
Jin-glass-covered cubical tin boxes for onhy Babisco sugar wafers: and 
Uneeda biscuits came packaged n> those. penipoet Tae worn pinedoerd=» 
counter ias darkened with time. tnere's a barrel of sugar in front 
cof -it,cand,.eat thevend stands othe big-wheeled, hand-turned coffee. 
mills: Tall, sredehatred Mrs Cheever, who later became stax: collector, 
would teach down theobox.of Quskercokolled Oats thatsMother tad + 
formotten rta order or show: you the’new,class-faced washboard that was 
going to replace the zgine-faced kind. At the rear of the store, you 
could ‘watchoyour weight! :for free onethe platiormeseales. Here also, 
cimca smalb*fencedsoffiidtesy) Mre:denkins and: Mras Gibson kept the. books. 
“ach section of stherstore hadeits -distinetive aromas ) The ."cottony" 
sem@Ll oproelaimed the dry coods: department + at.the) front towerd the 
“Square «where one could buy ribbons andi furbelows, ¢ishtowelling, 
cand yard goodsy, Inithose days ‘women sewed more then) today and made 
most of. their Pepe Soman eat aponangae ptr okey pees shizts : ond b Saanes 
‘elothes. ta BG Cis &.BT a : was le i “2% £2iowe h : iw te OD Re 

7 e! Le Mae iY c <a * ‘7 at & <i ba LPS y te wer? 

Mie tn il ge wi ehthdotm: ‘Gentral: ‘Street; E ‘gabe Tehan’ sand) see 
thet. ‘anew: house is started:in the field that was Andy Murphy's: 
\garden.* Across the street brs Mchrdle's«Medical Centersnow occupies 
‘the’ spet ‘wheresa:small cottage used to stand. It was in. poor repair 
and was finally torn down. I recall that in the early ‘teens it 

was the hohe of:Gharlie Newmenrand fémily.: «Next L cross Rogersrace 
(Brookevel understands valthough I'did not see it, that»a .FirerBolé ~ 
one of ‘those. holes: for: collecting water for the fold fire hand-tub 
_pumper +)was) discovered: under: the .roadway when some repsir workswas 
sdone: in the 1940's. 2° Cnethessduth) siceswas Fostmaster »Sweency' sy 
optilb,oceupied by his. youngest dsughiver,, Miriemy and» hen: husband, 
cBrenk- Boaralevt: fone, three-railed, with the populer reuad poet 

eng - +FTL COD. GRAS ere suibel gos yee: KYaIeG the @rive which led pest 
ont door bo the bern. The cor whi re the soheel pullding 
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end The next-house is now the Baptist parsonage, but to me 
the home of Mr. and. Mrs.. brancis,and, theiz, three dauchters,. 

Mr. Francisy as 1 heve noted, was sesociated with Buehan in the. 
furniture,business, later running the “What Not" on Park Street, 
finelly taking up ceramics and) going a handrol fige business: 
repairing broken chinas ks 


Rodney, Hill's place.on the corner of Brook Street I. think 
ofsas, belonging to the two minster sisters.of George Swift, .who 
lived in the bic house at+the*corner of Mein and Chestnut <treets. 
The fence must be new, andi a-garage: replaces the barn, that.faced 
Brook Street. (Onethenother corner is "Lhe Glebe House,” property. . 
of.Christ Crurch. -Of that I: remember only the excitement caused 7 
when the barn burned, end the fact that a) Mra, Nichols, an antique 
dealer, and her daughter, were living im the house. at the times 
fhe rectory next door to the: church I- knew in Mre Henry's day’ as I 
played with Stewart. Gone are the big elms: that. shaded the plot in 
front of the rectory where be boys: ppaped halt: white watvane for 
choir eoueee to be calleds'». 


Should ‘I waste words in feebly trying to describe “Rose 
Cottage?" (Inwould do better to-refer» you to: the, painting: by 
Mere Williem Pierce at the Andover, Historical. Society. T.well 
saasuber: the roses» end hadbayheckes and. the: shed te the weet, 


oPluans Mrs. Melledge. and Dascen de Heroad, said. aah) wiry, 
hived in the Auty house before hey built the one on Bartlet Street. 
now occupied by: the Fred Kinballis. -MeDonald's and Dr. Daly's (now. 
Dev Doyle's)» ere-on the site of George Swift's gerden behind a solid 
board fence, I couldn't see over it, but Fether muld, which would 
wake it four and ohe-half to five feet high. This fence must have 
éxtended east about to Dr. Daly's boundary line before mpenery es to. 
erp heavy > rail: type with SuEses posts by: the; ene. v 


sores! the street-was Charlie Hill's: - Charhie- senior, of 
eutne.a4 Beeb front and back doors look different, but I am not sure 
how ~ was there a porch or something? The next house west, I think, 
wes where @ Mres Glagier sand» son Frentice lived.» She was very ©). 
musical and her youns son played the violins. She wanted me to play 
trumpet with him, but. didn't Aenthuse;' their playing was alittle 
out of my class.) .fhie must heave been about. 1916. »Next door I. well 
remember: Mr. end Mrs. Kendall with Mrs Kendall's carpenter shop in 
the back shed, and: when the drive:and carage were added for - 
Miss ldith's new car. The Husseys lived in the other side of Shee 
double house; Mr. Hussey worked ini the vavings Bank, The i: Sipe 
New England. terrain calls fap: the. ahyperkoop erpeereer: wash ere 
sven of tase nbhgyeys : poor ou 3 ; 

‘ iD 
mal. ‘The: eunrines cetnab ton ‘eorner- ote a fe Gernot was tn Pee 
wet house. He was president of the Tyer Rubber Company, started 
by bis fathers «fhere were three children m the family p Edithy. «so 
#rances (Fanny), and Henry (Herry). The two daughters are married 
and live elsewhere, and since Harry's death the Tyer name-is. borne 
only by: his widow, Winifreds:». The house hed at the sidewalk line, e 
thirty-ineb-bigh fence, three-reiled, with the, populer) round post 
and acorn top, Square eranite posts guarded the drive which led: pest 
the front door to the barn. The corner where the school building 
may Yea 
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now stands on a benking was the garden which was on eo lower level, 
flush with the sidewalk and rising on a gentle slope toward the 
house.’ Heavy plantings of laurel, rhododendron and the like almost 


Jhid the peths that led ‘to the Mittle gete at the very corner, © 
Poorly lighted by the street light behind the trees bordering the 


sidewalk, it was indeed a dark and spooky corner after dark. 


As I pase the gateway marking the aprroach to the Andover 
aaniienisiitat - what T’ knew os the Cross place, home of Sulia and Eva - 
i must be acain on the site of the old railroad. It shows as a 
Gepression in the lewn inside the stone wall, with a nice symmetrical 
evergreen so pleced that it is ‘on the ceriter line’ of Central Street. 


Hach year’ Mr. Cross’ lichted it se a Christmas tree. “Before the place 


was meade! over into aparvnents,: + the preverty extended up School Street 


to Bottomley’ s and) the crive’ circled arcund by the stables, by the 
back stone well, end camé out on Yehool Street between Emmons’ ‘and 


Byrnes’. Crosse built: the podl ain’ whet wee his broad southern lawn, 
where the, brook went under the street, behind the hich stone wall, 
wes one of these necessary fire holes: 4% would be under the lawn 
of Number 47 now. 


. Donk Loui ng! down: Centred seeest® on che riaht is the ‘uth 
hurting: ‘its,white steeple topped witha #ilded weather vane, she 
church was not slways whites I° remember’ dt as coffee-brown. As 
playmate of one Minister's son; Tom, and of another minister's two 
sons, ‘Tack’ and Stoddard, I ernew the church from the crawl space 
under the basement floor $0 the bell in the steeple, where etodaard 
and I: played Christmas carols on our trumpets C1916" and 1917). Few 
have circumnavigated the church on’ the outside without touching the 
ground or without temporary support.” The Bigelow’ ‘boys and I (and, 
I-think, Dow:Hamblin) went completely around via the watertable. 
There was’e small kitehen’ell at the beck which we bypassed by” going 
over its flat: roof, and we sot by the three front doors by fopping ~ ~ 
dnto the granite steps. We were some monkeys in those days, for you 
can still note that’ the. wir bese ‘8. ‘Bome twelve or ‘hirteen feet up. 
at ‘the sides. cy, % a oe cee mote 

i I vendaved ein ane isnbatte was” HRRAaSbeaT 18BREa ‘end the” 
hast. pew at the back "rémofed ‘from ageinst the wall, and the red 
carpet runners put Gown} when the molding of the proscenium arch of 
the pulpit with ite “keystone was cut back te the «pring line and a 
cross symbolizing the four ‘ospels painted on the back wall cf the 
pulpit. Thebie sunburst light “in the center of the ceiling must 
have had iorty or*so carbon bulbs’ ‘on spokes ‘three feet long. ~ 
(Phey were later replaced with better bulbs, but those were not like 
modern-ones.)° These were ‘augmented by the proscenium lichts, “four 
five-bulb— arop” lights | ‘at thie corners, three or four lights under 
the»balconies and back“of the choir, Nowadays we would think of it 
as “pages gee ae per ed ag it antsy ‘have | ‘been about Agile. | A 


: or pededber’ mye ‘Buttriek serene bianing ‘the ‘roof Bg t,t je 
addi tional weight of “the ‘asbestos shingled ‘(must ave been 
thereabouts); ‘the old Hot-air furiaces downstairs on their gqtures” 
of brick flooring, ‘andthe “registers inthe aisles upstairs. One 
furnace wes in the Be ton's room, one in the lower hall just out- 
$ide his roum, “end - Sach in ‘the “nein Vestry end the south vestry. 
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The coal bin off the segton's room under the stairs, and a stove 
oo the primary, completed the eseting of what Koy Hardy called B 
arn. 


‘kis a err deacon,’ as the ushers were ealnéay® rT heaped 
take rr the offering on Sundays, waited on table at socials, and 
suppers, and° with my brother #ad and the Sigelow boys wes in charge 
of the ‘Ughting’ ana’ the stereoptican machine’ for yaays and shows. 


‘Old Mey Oliver Vennard was sexton and in charge of the 
cemetery until he fell from his wagon. He was also a junk dealer 
end lived at 75 Central Street. Whether his death was the cause 
or the result of the fall, no one will ever know. He carried the 
cemetery records in his head, could put his foot down in a certain 
Spot @nd say: “Mr. Se-and-s0 is right there.". Sut that was little 
help to my father or to meas we tried to fissure out whose "Baby" 
or + ta da or Med i op rested: under: a. cortern: stone. 


+I rule? heve peene about. December’ OL 1932 that the! wevétile 
was first lishted. I borrowed two searchlichts, ebout a foot each 
in diameter, end from the ground et the eage of the crescent drive 
was sblé to’ hit the weetherveane. “This wes the Yirst ovtside 
illumination of an sndover steeple (and the best, if I do say: SO. 


Yr reed as dvecone’ ‘Messrs: HRemblin, Phil Ripley, Homer 
Foster, David Shew, Herold Melledge, iHugene Weeks, and my father. 
I remember Mr. Moore’ #6 orgenist, end the cays when Sunday morning 
worship started’ at)10.30 and lasted until 12 o'clock or later 
(Sundey School until one); when some of the visiting ministers 
would prey for ten, twelve, or even fifteen minutes. Of course, I 
knew the Reverend Prenk R, Pea and the heverend Be Victor Bigelow. 


Across the street Pron the church lived the two 
Miss Kimballe - Lucy, the older, was the homekeeper, and Miss Florence 
worked in the Sevings Bank as had her feather. She was a frequent 
Visitor at our house and in Miss Lucey my grandmother: found a kindred 
soul. behind their barn in whet Was the garden a slight depression 
stil. marks the “Old Railroad" location, which does not show rian 
until we find it back of George Apbot's house. © QU « 


Between the Kimbalis and the Ripleys - now Winifred 
Bernerd's ~ was he Ripleys' hayfield, separated from the sidewalk: 
by an arborvitee hedge and a three-strand inch—and~a half wide 
ribbon-wire fence, ‘This ribbon was ‘a ,double set. of two twisted 
wires one~and~a half inches apart, another wire inieetiae iene. 
them, Supported by the’ popular round post with en acorn top, the . 
fence soon hed a droop or drape. ~ The ribbon, wide enought not to 
cut, made a fine swing with one's heels hooked into the middle ribbon. 
At the driveway the wire gave way to round-edged 2x 4 boards: ~ o> 
put with the seme acorn posts ~ im a quadrant curve’ to conventional 
square granite gateposte. It must have been in the 1420's that the 
hedge ene fenge yg repldved tg the: Pop heavy stone wall. 


BSCS HVE “The diamant ‘eplit to nant a turn-around, ‘eireling the 
vie elm, ‘and the House, which extended to where the garage now is, 
Yneoluded in that ell) kitchen, pantries, laundry, and maids’ ‘i tti ngs 
room, with maids* bédrooms upstairs. ‘The drive then continued, as. 
Central Lene now goes* past formal gardens behind the big evergreen 
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trees on the left and more hay on the right until one crossed the 
‘brook and passed the kitchen garden. Phe garden and the ¢reen- 
house. next to it extended three-fourths of the way to the George 
Abbot line ‘to the southwest. ‘The rise in the ground formed a 
banking between greenhouse and barn, the lower floor of which has 
been made into Fred Bradley's house. His per ape remains as it was, 
built for the Ripleys' Pierce-Arrow limousines. Back of the 
pe mraceey between what was the trn and the stone wall, was space 
ust wide enouzh for .a drive that went through to the house on 
Abbot Street: where the. Johnsons Tived. Mr. Johnson wee chauffeur 
‘for ‘the Ripleys. The children, Lilliian (now Mrs. McCollum), Harold, 
and Edith (now MPs. Theodore tyler) were of the Gntral “treet gang. 


| Pack at 4@ Central Street we shall yrdbably find Uiele 
George (Ripley) in a chair on the north piazza, resting after hid 
walx downtown, Slightly dwarfed, his demeanor somewhat childish, he 
was the victim of infantile wralysis.° But everyone liked ‘Uncle 
Geerge,.' Two buge horse chestnut trees still dominate the front of 
the house, but the”gingerbdread trim" is gone. TI cannot look at the 
facade without visualizing Msdam Ripley sitting at the right-hand 
front window. Nor would it seem richt if T entered by the heavy 
front door with its ornate lever doorknob and aid not see Her oil 
‘painting looking down at me from the southwest wall: The réar room 
-on thet side was Alfred's den. In my time he was not only the head 
of the house but a leading citizen. He was a banker in Boston end 
between his business and his hobbies (golf, wood-carving, and cabinet 
work) few but his close friends saw hin. ‘The two girls both married - 
ministers.” "May * (Mrs Shipman) we ‘shall meet: ‘further down the street. 
“The other sister's name I don’t recall = I think she ‘married the 
“Reverénd Mr. Cutler and ‘lived elsewhere. tT met her only a couple ‘of 
‘times, long ago. Phil-was the youngest ‘and lived over:on Abbot Street 
‘directly back. of the old house. His. children: were Susan, Gearge » 
and Helen. oO " : ° / nee et! 


From the ‘sdithest ita bgs + iow Sat “apon the: ‘Seadtifur” 
Piaf and the shrudbery shielded from the street by an mborvitae 
hedge. Retweer the lawn and the dig evergreen trees was a tennis 
“court on which Tom Shipman and “f‘and*the other children of the ~~ 
Sadtctbaibane played; noearer the | beck of the house was a flower gerden. 
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On the other. side of the street I think sf No. 47 as the 
“dose h Smith sroperty. It abutted the church and cemetery all the 
csp td Lupine. Road. At the very ‘back, just. beyond the — 
Tergagnt 5. last house cn Old“South Lane, is the hill that we used t6 
‘641i on. No harness on skis in'those days, just a toe strap and 
“4ust-to stay on them required. Soh ability. Southwest of the hill, 
the next depres sion, was a pon where we skated,” , 


nt ‘Back on the, bebeaty® a 4 gehe ‘elm tree at re sidewalks edge 

Bidted! the north line of the house. TI was severe “house when the 

yy owned it or later after the Mitchel! Johnsons bought it. It 
known historically as the Samuel Abbot place. for the man who” 

pei sinallyeW Whet was truly called a mansion” if’ 1792. The naltGay 

oes St aie ht through from the f¥oat. doo? to the porch or terrace. 

af aut ‘fol “wide weape ahs ‘Leads | to the second fléor with a right- 

“angle turn partw “fhe two principal mantels were® brought: © 

“from Paris) 4 he were” eesee ‘tiles around all the fireplaces, and 
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‘Abbots. I do not now the inter 


i think those on the second floor are in the original settings. 
Between the turve of “the drive ac St wept vack to the Garare 
what ie, now @ O14 South Dane wat @ ‘sunken garden in keeping with 


the mansion. A low,’ flet=topped ‘stone wall ‘at the sidewelk line 


was Just’ the right height’ to sit ch, ih the shade of the stately 


elu. trees that crew between the gravel sidewalk and the unpaved 


airt street. Tar sidewalks on this side extended only as far as 
the South Church vrodperty. “On a pleasant summer evening one hed 
vo. watch Lest he step on ‘thé toes of couples eitting there in the 
@ark. © Finally the Omithe haa to a@a « knife~edye top course 
in wéer ve let the wooubine MYows 7 
Luet On down the street and quite | a bit: of revaitpinc is needed 

to reueapeuhe ay earlier impression. The stone wall thst marked 
Smiths southwest limit ran straight from Central Street te Lupine 
Koad, just eleéring the north side’ of the next house,: the north ell 
of which’ wee Mrs. John lL. Abbot's barn, ihe south and front part 
was originelly attached te. the next house by what was Imown es the 
"“well-room” ~ what’ must’ now be the kitchen of No. 59. In the late 
‘20's, Mery Byers Smith bought this pace when she sold the Joseph 
Smith property to Mitchell Johnson, separated it from fo. 59, and 
attached’ it to thé barn. Her brothet, Duke, had an abartment in 
the converted barn and she occupied the house. Leter Miss Mary L. 
Smith and Miss Mery Bancroft took Duke's apartment and another ne 
in the barn wing’: ~ hence ye name® "the house of. the three Marys," 


r s Batote! I pease: bh No.” 55% let? s 166k SE bie across the- street. 
rye Abbot, Sr. owned. all the block between Central and “Abbot: 
Streets down to Fhillips . ‘treet, with the exception of Nos. 64 ~ 85, 
and 6c. Phe: house at~ lio. 56 is nearly as old as that’ at Now 475 it 
having been. the property of George: Abbot, “the emigrant,” ond adit 
in 1796. It has been occupied a eight (lineal) generations of 

or of the house as the boys, being 

older han 1, were not my playmates. Buklt only four or’ five ‘years 
after the mansion at No. 47, it hes many interesting fireplaces and 
one should note babes curarly the front doorway and°the' fluted columns. 
In the bern 1 remember the auto whith one efitered at’ the’ back’ and 
steered with a lever)°as* I recall. °Mrs Kimball speaks of it as one 
ofthe first automobiles in Andover.” The barn’ was directly back of 
the drive which tsea°to- fork as it neared the street. The carriage 
shed was opposite the house and between it and the three-foot wall 

at the sidewalk was a big eucalyptus with its” blotched trunk. - “North” 
of the barn, next to Rip éys' stone wall, was the tentis court ters 
where we Kids "sometimes played when Ripleys*° was ‘full up.* TI have 
cutcothrough the field t6 seheol,- trapped muskrat in the brook in 
wiftter, and clubbed for chestnuts in the tees on the “Old iailroad" 
near the sorner of Abbot and Phillips Streets, The. 1 elm in the 
field next t6 No,’ 64) still stands, one of “he°last of Andoyer's “ 
nisteric’elms) “Under 26-1 have pitched nay with’ Wally’ werd end” ** 
pe a Bens Bartlet ts: ‘ginger. water” from & gallon malic Gene free 
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sone: t! péeein the obbGwelh sha $e rogduay ‘Just a the of c where 
the drain from Abbot's field goes northwes under the street, wes 
(it may bé @raséed over now)'# granite slap four feet square w oe 
an iron-eovered manhole’--one of the old ‘fire holes’ or sumps th 
it\was hoped would hold water in case of fire, in the days 1 Keto 
town water was piped under pressure. 
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Number 64, now Arthur Sweeney's, was to me the Shipmans | 
and Tom, being my playmate, it wes as familiar as’ my own me. 
Reverend Frank Shipman came to Andover in the 1890's as minister 
to the South Church. “He ‘married“May Ripley“and they had two 
children'- Mery (now Mrs. Mian), and Thomas Ls Phe house boasted 
a cement crescent walk and a tangent to the side door - one of the 
first in town. “Cement was néw then; first used as barn door aprons 
end carriage-wash-room floors Also as drip pads under the new 
horgeless carriages to wotect the wooden flooring ‘from oil1.: 
Consequently you will’ fing many of the maker’ 8 trademark nameplates 
with a horse's head on’them, “A’slightly pink’ tinge fade it® °° 
distinttive.” No driveway eat No. 64 thy aay] but “a wide gate Rave 
access to the southest lawn, NE ae | 

About midway of the house on ‘the aie outde! a projection 
of Fie hedge next to Lbbot's field shut off the back yord. Behind 
this s¢reen was a hen coop, which at various tites had Wyandottes, — 
bentags, and even rabbits. “At the very back cotner was an old ne 
mite: :0use which we young sters’ cleared out and used’ as & clubhouse. 

We had a president, ‘vice-president, ‘treasurer, ” secretary, end ~~ 
usually che member. This “worked fine until the merber sot sore” anid 
quit to form his own, club with himself 8s president. oe 

a Directly behind the BB oss wee the garden, eAaea: as wes. 

tiie lawn and shrubs by Andy Murphy. The other’ back corner was taunt - 
garden and lawn divided off by walks. At the front edge of the lawn 
a Tope ewing and trapeze, end’ forward of the walk’ ea’ sandbox. _ Nearer 
thé house was the summerhouse from the roof of which ren the well="~ 
waxed, slide or “shoot-the-shoots." Aecess to the roof wes by means 
of 8 ladéer, or by the corner post, or by the hy ESEE: apple tree. 


>: The rear entrance was frot @ small porch = up possibly 
four” ‘steps on the front and six at the back - just big eneuch to 
allow the sereen:door.to swing.) The poreh, a little. wider thanrthe 
steps, mede en eichtetn-inch: fenced alcove. opposite the: door.» 
Summer mornings’ would: dind tour te eight fieldmice.leid: out)in. che: 
graduated sequence, heads out, teils toward the’ door; the Persian ©.) 
cet on the railing waiting to. be: psegentae’. bates cd Locman’ ous < 
cnenvie agen i ue gine ti ey and. orogect |) 

Poe re ‘fhe. side. door evel secees to. eben belie beedge «} ~~ the right 

wae, the kitchen, om the left wo: doors, into the. Gining-room end “so. 

lawibe. room, respectively. The latter I rewewber: chiefly, as the 
phece where we. met efter, breakfast. for Bible: reading, and morning 
prayers. 
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j er nthe: po Paci yy on bry inbade. peiwegh: thas (Takes soon "aha 
pebior ,' with a closet next to the outeide well in-the living. reom. 
There wes e Frenklin, stove, in the; parlor which wag- in, the font, corner 
of the house and! overlooked the porch) thet went from the south side 
across the front, then beck on the northeast side ag far as a window 
in the dining: reom whieh belancted: the living ree -| &: buvler's. pantry 
balenced the back bell» and led to. the mitchen... eek. of the. kitchen 
was: the gies peatie on. es: nore eben Ameen end bel: soon te the, 
seuth. Ul? GREOWR« aft: ; Rds cite Sid. - rd 
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Phillips Street, with a firs, purposeful Step. She lived to within 
three months _ of PUS hundred years. Her Son, [am,.gave the @rillon,. 
tower on the hill, Her ptr oudg & Lester, an oa and Jimmy were” 
my. oRSAPBE EEE when they visited’ their grandmother, . - Mies 
Now. ‘Let. us go “badk and , look at the north eide of ‘the ‘atreet. 
I remeaber Numbers 57 and 59°as a double ‘house, the Wo. 59 part about 
the, Same, size ag now, .A,Mis& Poor lived there untii Mr. S. EB. Bartlett 
who lived at 11 Abbot, street bought. it abovt 1908, With a family of 
five sirls end a boy, hehad to add along wing on. “thé. back, If we, 
enter by the front , door, a narrow stair futete upward, and a4. emali” 
batten door “under if.givés access toa storaze space between the two 
huge fireplaces, one tn the front parlor, one in the big living room. 
These two roots were connected by ‘the smelbofront ,hedl ed bigo ss 
unfinished. chimney Closet which was'a catchall for vfirewoodoend the 
"what-hevesyous"° North of this closet, entered frém>the ——s room, 
was the **well room" owhteh was othe connecting link lwith Noi 197. ult 
wes unfinished in'myodsy = he Bartletts etorad pickles inoit + At 6 
musti beve  debonred with'No. S9coagothe dther doot wes vélted. 
Judging fromthe) qutsidé;sit must now! becthe .kitetenwe The Tiwving room 
WAS large, as it needed to be, extending all the wey scross the back. 
Se much for the | eee ye of the em ace ye Ss new Saye aed" ‘here was 
no! td iwi et pat es j Zen Retatle gard 
pen ‘dOmtthe: éédnne floor: “BR rabe thy 21 the: ‘0 Pest: esa gtd thade the 
front: bedroomeover the “perlor. ovthe master bedroom wascover "the °° 
south end of theclivitg-room.. Both of these rooms had firepleces end 
bie closets ‘back*cf the chimney. VYhe thirdcoflhoérhad’ two small oo 
bedrooms 'with closets under the yr vide! 5 sete Was Feo g beet + +e os it, 
sage hy Sxveugs ee hart be rz bee DO * r 
&t ani ov them @dy - 
it mre: Benelett adaed on at ithe ‘Baer @ hu sett. seetetumes wing. 
lt was hgwues eight: feet narrower than the rear cof the ‘old houses° ‘From 
the south<center of the backiowall ofthe bovine reve 2 door Led \irto 
the back hall and an sutside one ‘on the Left opened ontora wide “brick 
walkway that extended along the newly “edded wing between a@rivey 
barberry*hedge, and lewn°on me sidé, end’ flower bed and house “on the®/) 
others “Across¢the hell owas the dining®*room and beyond that an open + 
bri¢ksfloored porch. cAt: thevright the ‘hall paralleled the stairs 
tovaceéat closet twherexa doorsto the left went into the pantry and the 
kitchen beyond. back of the kitchen there was at the left a cook's 
pantry, in theecenter/acshort flight of: her as pete elas pig? 7 
on »the vient me diya o in aban Ra pee rego HL. WAGES LOe | be 
2 BS, 36 & 13,9 & S626 a» wit? VAs eee i” 
part of Dhé catenun vo ashe ertone: uf been. eye? up dome | ad ‘hd wear = 
outside wall of vthesoriginelchouse. At othe -topvartdsto *the left wap 
the master bédroomy around to the right at the opposite ends over the 
coat scloset,«a bath; and at: the right over the north end oficthe, living 
room a smal “guest chambers” At the send /oPethis upper hablyvand up 
two* Steps, was: thecdombitory-Lise corridor down ‘the center sefothe wing. 
FipPpst on” Me right waske vodthy .opsoarté itt owas: John's room, then 
Sally's, “endron thesleft Nat's. ‘Mayohad the north oonser Uh Eleanor 
the south room over the porch. The stairs went up another flight via 
a cross landidg*to andtherobotig corpidor with bath and «two bedrooms 
foP’thé maids); end “ackarge pleyroom‘et the far-end.. Large closéts 
under the eaves. sllowed stéraxe of toys, costumes, or dresses in 
process of maxing. eueieat s 
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» ede eno Across, the drive from the. porch wes a summerhouse 
under, a horsechestnut tree. Beyond,that the drive dipped slightly 
and. turned toward the right past. the. greenhouse to the barn. On 
the right was @layn and a grepearbored welk leading fram the. 
kitchen door to the barn.. ‘bred Weisa tended the garden.and cared 
for the horse and,.cow.- (also the meid, Sarah)... Wallace Ward also 
worked here at. one time. .J. remember he once hung me head down. 
through a dung hole behind the, cow, stali, over. the pig pen; and I 
renember gathering hay and consuming ginger water from a gallon 
can, the pitched retten-apple fights, and jumping from the hayloft 
rafters: toa small, pile. of, hay cn the floor. The aR seemed as 
easy then as stepping off,the porch. . 


The drive turned: right, past the barn, as a field road 
acid to Lupine Road by Joseph Smith's boundary wall. | Across the 
back ‘road, beyond the railroad track, was the Smith and Dove 
cricket field.” It must ‘have been in 19165 or 1917 that they built 
& reised dance floor + ‘a’ "war effort” morale builder ~ end had a 
Gance orchestra on summer evenings play "Ain't We Got Fun” (The 
Fich get richer, And the poor vet children, Ain't we got fun!). 


To the west, across the drive from the bern, was the | 
respberry patch, the gooséberries, and the general Vegetable garden. 
Here also Fred raised his own tobacco leaf.’ : Beyond this the hill 
sloped ‘down rapidly to the big oak tree and the Bartlet pond, or 
streicht ehead down to “the lower field between the woods and the 
big wes tank on Lupine Road. "The oak was big or the pond was small 
or meybe it was beth. The pond was not more than three feet deep 
and bordered with bushes. In the summer its slime changed to 
pollywoge, to tadedles, and to frogs. ° We built rafts of whatever 
we could find thet would float and poleu them across this "sea. . 

In winter we skated on this puddle. I récall once we had been om 
Smith's end decided to try Bartlet's. Wwe didn't bother to remove 
our skates; which if the snow acted as brakes, but when John ran 
down the Rill snd hit the Wee they slid easily “and Johm ‘hit the ice 
herd. He wes only tiree feet from the edge in about four inches. 
of ‘water, but he crawled out on the pond side and the ice immediately 
gave way, and so across the entire pond. Don't worry, he is still 
alive. Hejhad to go,dm and get..ary,, RRA RA. 7 and the ice was 
enedles , until the ARTE ARICR: coax bn 3 eae capper 

oa The “summerhouse . that was. across i8e ere" frou, the. ts oh 
was ‘later moved west to the top.of.the.xnoll where lio. ‘63 now is. 
Just a litcle nearer the street was the carrisge shed, the under. 
part of which served as a.chicken coop, the ygard taking. in most 
ofthe brook valley .over to.Bb. ¥..Smith's, Sumber 68 is the big 
wing that Mr. Bartlet had added to No, 59.in-1906 and WRLOR. 2 4 
Mrs. Bartlet cutoff and moved back here in 1930...May and. 
Mes. Bartlet were quite artistic and T bettaee that the mural 
decoration in the hall may have been done by them. May also 
wveautified that broos valley, after the ROTEL Age hed, etel HOEK 
down, ' mening’: tt into ‘8 sunaen garden. a . 
rasoeetive ‘Ef swe" dtp yensodien the gag etter tatae wedet needckhe 
front Hen ¢odp fence, as we used to, we shall be in Aunt Ella's. . 
(fre. B. Prank Safth’s) back yard. Mr. Smith/enjoyed hunting 
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birds.and kept a couple of sad-faced and noisy bloodhounds on 

the northosidce of “the barn.’ “They were’ not: as fierce as they 
looked ior sounded; however!» There wad originally an orchard on 
this land, as witness°the old apple “trees ‘here and in our back 
yard next door ~ a Porter tree in the corner of the bern near the 
old privy, a Gravenstein near the clothesline by the house, and 
another “tres -neer “the front ‘édye of the zarden that ran crosswise 
of the lot. The coldframe, ‘in ‘jine with the gerden, backed up ~~ 
acainet the hedge with spacé in front for a path that went down 
the hill to the dump by the Brook. “fhe coldframe was originally 
of -woed but Alex Waldie made -it cement and warmed it up eech 
spring with sweepitigs fromthe wool mill floor, which heat when 
wet. The vegetable gsarden wes long ana narrow, parallel to the 
street to within twenty feet or-so of the south’ lot Tine. “There, 
broken by twocedar arbors, grass walks led back between the 
flowerbeds. ‘Leter “Major Purdon built a cedar arbor ‘at the far 
end, with ceméno-tile and grase floor; a@s well as seats. “Tradually 
the warden was expanded - when the Sm the gold the West Andover 
farn i Seats gee squash; Sethee ete. down the hillside to 
ay ges 


AMIS he ‘gous pide of hig ward’ aa “I first Fie de tt, 
supported the sloping «lass of a greenhouse, with a little square 
flatsroofed toolroom at the rear, which was bordered with helly- 
hocks Later, with a cement floor ‘and the flat roof extended, it 
became @ washroom ad oe carriages and years later for the 
ney ptt : 7 


bd 9% Bp Wien aaiave Bower’ the errr under the "pai Maple =~ 
fraiaess! sharp around ‘to the’ left between fence and the elm tree ~~ 
im the turn-around plot brought one facing the big barn door with 
the! pigeon-cot An the’ hbayleft above it. © Inside to left and Tight 
stood the wagon, carriegze, and brougham.* Back at the rieht a 
small. room for’ the man, heated with a little wood stove; in the 
center, space to hitch Up; and, at the deft back corners. the stalls 
for she horeem oT ) 


‘Fron, ‘the bern ‘one coulda ontes- thes house ikea thal: 
kitchen, by. the. door.inte. the. rear hell.with its. Sean Sasori , 
or. by. me side. front door on. the. perch, facing: theidrive. | This” 
door led into the.tip.of.an L-shaped. hell, rathersdark,:as the! 
onyeeae, door under the stairs was not added until» the 1920's at oe 

a guess. On the left wes the dining-room with) the marimba’ dinner- 
call. by , the. -doer,,.on the right the.room Aunt. Bila usedsas-a o14 
ey ng ees here.a fireplace. aseinst»the» back wall was flanked » 

Cio ebia. recessed shelf-cabinet, containing Mre:Smith's» ia wd y: 


eee: See: Ella and I played,"Hearts” or similar games while we satec° 


out the thunder storm. — 


ol 14a 
nipnuwonraRebaensee ciunesge-roniectepneon droga veRenge: the biGe 
doorways, ‘left and bight) ‘Ped into the li and. parlor, 7 
resvectivelyy° end beyond the stairs, on the left, “was the tig. - 
grandfather clocks’ ‘The “partor" in ree Gays - Wee’ for formal use.” 
Ineit°*was the "Vietor Talking Machine, “small square box 
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plano ,’ ond “im sthe curve,to, the south. {this.is the base of the 
" Sewer) Was the victroka.:...A, sofa and a bookcase were on the’ 
oO gtiee th Gide.) Phe halk had .a,.setite against the bie stair Danding 


“around. witichy cone tad to, eo to,peach, by two steps, a Tending and 


‘two ‘more steps. The grandfather clock stood in the corner 
between the doors to the dining room and living room. Although 
there ‘were \five wisidows, here; this room was always dark because 

| of the ‘Covered porches at each end aud the Gark wahoreny furniture. 
“ Bockeades;(ghowlder-high, lined: the wall between the erehwavs 
Yeading tochdbhoand diming.room respectively; bookcases flanked 
the southwest window .and,there was another in the weat corner. 
*“Pwo aPhchairay orisinally Morris ehairs, either side of # central 
table and lemp, faced the fireplaces; at the south end were two 
armchairs. andsbucy dyber's.old,round mahosany table vn the front, 
opposite the dining: room entrance, was. a window seat extending “@: 
‘around to the north, side, where. "occasional" cheirs atid later a | 
radio found asplace.) lo the left. of, the, o*EREER was” the. weli=" 
reaped =e basket. lcs . , : Ss ae 


| z ‘Back: of the liwine< room was the ahthant room. at had a 
big? window on the northrand a,.narrow, glads door thet curved with 
the bay and opened on: the piagza which «tended around the front 
* gorner as’ far as: thechimmey, where.it had full wath eteps to” ‘the 

' @roun@y° Phe front. corner, forward of. the house line, hel@a®”~ °” 


* ‘Gloucester Namuiock: covered with, awning... The rear gection ‘was’ 


‘where weusuelly sat of a summer evening. It stems as though I 
can even now smeli the "Joss" sticks we burned to keep the 

.. hosquitoes away tl” This section wee later screened-but it abways 
hada small gate whieh ‘Sllowed egress ‘to lawn and ‘gerden via, 
narxvow ‘eteps. Sn the Lawn “oppdbite the versnda was an old dead 


apple tree Kept only ‘because the Dlucbirds nested in it ech year. 
of pA 0 yet they failec to ugseee Thee ‘year the nee ‘feds Lown ¢ « 


ate ,. The dining ‘room was: -Tinvened: dn: oaks. ell equare Gable and 
2 ee pdeited eheirs, a sideboard acaiast the front:itall, and.a 
“plate rei] a1] ‘eround.” The “inter frontrcorner had asemall table 


* with, tea. sérvice, Hidden behind a°screéniwith Chinese: motif to 


“match, the, Tug. The inner back corner ”hedee buidt-inesideboard 

' next.a swing door st itieme 3 ‘eo the butler's pantryceand, through,a, 

_door, there to the kitchen and cook's pantry.) Off the latter, was 
@ walk-in Fors thGce cor onee supplied with ice: from save oupeise, 

‘lester electrically cooled from the’ cellar. = «© 


& flight of stairs led up from the rear hall on he south 
side of the house; here was, the maids! Sha AB PPO, and the cage 
door epenitiys on the ened. porch, bab¥s : gig 
LOT © Up itdner fected stains another corner Teese tetol Su 
| turn ete and. go around the, stairwell to a sewing Cor Spare ) 
Ofoom imcthe tower. ~The master. bedroom wes over the divins Foon, 
° a@ress the front; the guest room - later Aunt May’ ge dyer the 
~ dining room, with a private bath. Bebins that wag Sioa) th 

eff ‘the halk, ‘and a bedroom ~- Miss.sue's. . lisnneh (the se¢ond 
girl) had a bedroom eat the very back, ‘The guest room dath had 
° been modermized 1940 style, out, the. back one must heve Veen’ ae 
» Originally designed in 1695. The. ‘tub was Ainsplates coppen® ® ° 
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(built-in) with sheathing frame. The marble washbowl had the usual 
flat marble top with carpenter-built drawers below. ‘The woodwork was 
of stained mahogany and matched the stand of Uncle Fred's shaving 


mirror. All was ee nice but I. can't but. think it peerage have been 


better reversed! 


' The drive onthe curves in from the daatieraa’ corner of the 
lot we as the street tops the hill. it is. screened from the woods 


‘by grapevines and, curving still further beyond the stop at the brick- 


paved walk to the front porch, leads to the big barn door. © The! barn 
is in the northeast back corner of the lot end was, I understand, Pg 
formerly part of the Catholic church... 


The bit barn door lets onto the main floor where I found Alex 
Waldie hitching up the horse, He.told me.one dey thet he was eiving up 
bis job, that Uncle Fred was going to.sell the horse and have: the shafts 
taken off the carriaces. He could not. drive.the carrisge without a 
horse so he was going to leave... Soon he was at No. 65, caring for 
Aunt Ella‘s horses, and as time.went.on he, like allvof us, learned to 
drive without a horse. Lincoln Cates..took. over, the gardening and care 
of the yard, and with him I. often. went.to the wood lot out South Mein 
Street between Orchard Street and Wildwood Road. Having stabled: the 
horse in the shed thete, we gathered corn, squash, cucumbers, beets“or~ 
whatever Serena the cook wanted.of what was,available. In the winter ©* 
there was wood to be loaded.on the pung and. brought) in tobe stored 
behind the driveway wall. 


| To the left of -the Bi gia gaas was the wash ‘gue. Sidentiy 
depressed at the centervand drained, it allowed hosing-off the country.. 
mud and dust: from carriage and station wagon before they were stored 
under sheets in the ell further back to the left. Straight ahead was . ' 
another wide door, °on*the right a.box stall with two straight stalls. 
against: the far wall, ‘Back-of the big door a watering trough pierced ‘ 
the wall tovbe usable from either room, and in the small harness-room 
back of «that the harnesses hung behind a sliding glass door. There 
were two flights of ‘stairs - one up and-one down - on the street side 
of the main floor. At the front there was 2 finished room with 
fireplace for’ coachman and sardernér. Upstairs were two more finished 
rooms, one over he wash corner, the other with fireplace over te front 
room. The rest of the second floor was hayloft with the aception of 
the space over the carriage “storage and that over the harness room ae 
the latter a ey yg gel hey geet eee the upstairs Was narrow board - 
abe 2 wari’ A ; 7. ide OF 

ria when pti car ‘cane’, tented’ i bald was Suite on the street | 
aide of the barn floor and a heavy bench table with vise added in the. 
front room. The first car was a Buick roadster with two GucKet seats, 
s00n to be replaced by 2 Wintom seven-seated touring car. It had a 
right-hand steering with progressive shift, and handbrake outside over 
the running board. : he horn was blown ‘by @ Hand-squeezed rubber’ bulb. 
Carbide gas lighted the huge brags headlights and the brass sidelights 
beside the fet, windshield. “Where! today it is chrome, it was then | 
brass that hed: to be hand polished, The running boards or aeps ~ 
extended between the front and rear fehders or mudguards. A few years 
and the cars changed to left-hand drive, from progressive to selective 
andes to — puget pe yah on pone FEOB floor. Air horns pave. way 
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‘to electric "klaxons" end headlights increased their power with 
electric bulbs., Unele Fred at firet insisted on having the top down 

to. get, ell, the fresh.air; it had to rain - not just sprinkle - before 
the top was reised,. ‘Later the top was up all the time wt no ising- 
glass curtains. Finslly came the closed car and Robert Clements, the 
chauffeur, was. allowed. to have his wondow open the merest crack. For 
years Aunt May's car was a Winton and when the company offered a prize 
for the greatest number of miles with the fewest number of accidents - 
over a@ given,period - Uncle Fred arranged to take long trips (whet were 
Lony, in these days) in order to vun up his’ mileare. “Thus Robert had the 
prize “in the bag!" Aun May,'s registration number from 1910 was ve 
WEAR 2 she kept. until her. death, It now belongs to her niece, Ruth’ 


eo ed go on with our dane we will cut’ ath ale Asay? dtienk the hil 
chrough the woods,,from the back corner of our lot (No. 67) near the’! 
back north corner of the barn. It is a well-worn trail. Av te foot 
of the hill we come to a Woods road. This richt of way is strictly 
between Jones", (No. 71) and Vennard's (No. 75) on the tree-covered 
slope. . trom prectical use it is on lot No. 71 until it reaches the 
feot ofthe hill. It used to be. the way from the Catholic ‘churelf “to” 
the Catholic cemetery, and continues a little irvher before turning to. 
the left and, coming out of the woods to cross Lupine Resd and ‘the radl- 
way trecks. Acrose thie read we climb a steep hill to the highest point 
in the woods, nearly as high as at Jones‘ barn. This we boys, for 
obvious reasons, called Thuckleberry hill." Beyond it end to the left 
was. an e¢liiptical hollow. The ridge maintained its neisht pretty well 
to the left, fell off to a lower level at the right ‘and opposite. ~~ 
in Wiss. Underhill's. opinion end mine this must have been the amphitheatre 
in which Daniel Webever addressed the assembled multitude on November 9,’ 
1843.6 +. (Phillins Academy Bulletin, Atril 1929, ‘Vol. 23, No. 4) we mst 
remember thet in 1443 he would have detraived somewhere in beck of te 
present libmary, and gone Gown the “road to Boston," crossing the <dbieced. 
tracks near. wuere Chestnut ctreet now meets Central Street. He would 
have.turned richt into the wdodS west of Cooper's pond about where | 
Marion Avenue now is. ‘The last time I saw thé ‘place (1966), the “tree 
that marked..the top.ot “hueckleberry bill" wes on the Verge of aby ths 
as the stean shoved, leveled the hill, pag See th os > 


“Ii we follow the woods’ road, at the corner we find:a ahd 
saocoth spot some six. fect in diameter whére, ‘on: a werm sunday, we would 
bave found, perhaps .ten,young men, shooting érap.” Across Lupine Road” 
were. the Cross Coal Company sealés and the little office presided over 
by Maria Fairweather. lere Marion Hill end IT helped her weigh the wagons 
of coal after the men hed filled theh from the railroad cars-on the siding. 
Across the tracks was the cemebery and to the left, between it and the 
ethioe a ‘ath on the river side of which were crow- foot Violets. 


my 5 
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vad’ ‘ghe. reiirosd. erosses. “the river on 8° stone-arch bridge, and 
where the. streem is. narrowed by the abutments tt. has dug ae deeper | ui 
channel... Here, I xreegil,. the mi 21 village boys wers in the bapit: of 
diwving,from the track level into the water some twenty feet below - 
unbempered. by anything. other then. their: “birthdsy” suits." . 


If I look down on the upstream side, I see all thet remains 
of the Andover Canoe Club, captained by fiorace Hale Smith who lived in 
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the stucco house on the hillside across the roads The Club rented 
canoes and had clesred the tiver up to the Vale, which included 
digging a canal into Pomp's Pond. The.clubhouse has long since 
passed but the hollow and foundetions are still there. I hear that 
the canal has reverted to wwamp and I fear that the river is again 
elogred and choked, No longer does a;girl like to be courted to the 
Quiet swish of a paddle but must have, the thrill of going eighty even 
if they’ don" t make the turn. : | 


| Continuing elon: Central Street, 1's soon opposite the vatihtte 
ara iii trough for horses. Of solid stone five feet long aid two feet 
thick, it stands about three feet high. There is @ crack in the middle 
credited to some winter-slider's head-on collision +' it makes a good 
story, anyway. At the right, at.the junction of Reservation and Red | 
Spring Roads, is the house which you know more recently as Chester: 
Abbott's, but which I recall as the Cates'. I remember the day I fell 
down in the sandb” and Ruth hed to walk. me home up the hill, There. 
is no one like Mother when a small»boy has a hurt. 


ai Next along Andover Street ,. A pass the Timmy: Tower abBort® 
house and barn. Besides Mr. and Mrs. Abbott, I re¢all their three uve 
and three girls. ‘You.all know.Chester, and: Elizabeth, fiow Mrs. J. 
Everett Collins. Lucy (Lulu) became a nurse. Josephine is Mrs. Varnum 
and lives in New Hampshire,, The other boys were J damay (Bunny) and Paul. 


¢ Arg i lla Road. used to turn off a0 close to: the next old house 
thet it barely cleared the well andthe corner of. the house, ° ‘It swung 
far ‘enouch to'clear the massive elm tree but not enough to cross the ~~ 
vrock. ‘This is the Benjamin Abbott, house budlt in 1685. Miss Mery | 
Alive Abbott lived here with a Mexican friend and ran @ tearoom. ~ It was 
"on Dimits" for the Abbot Academy. girls, providing 'a pleasant walk with 
an objective.” Miss Abbott. would. also do baking on order and YP cen’ attest 
that it was good although she used oldpfashioned recipes calling for 
"some of this and a little of that, seasoned to taste." “At the junction 
of the two roads, I remember, there was: a ford)in’the shallow brook” | 
where we crove t he, horse, to cool bis dusty, feet inthe summertime, “-° 

; one’ Gen still follow the old location of Argiila hoad by, the 
trees as it ran close to, the corner and. by the front step of the next 
house « fhis is Sid White's ancestral) Baker place, which hed, until 

Sid restored it in the 1930's, &, large two-story elloat the back, ~ ¥ 
extending as far as the present, shedsx.«sAlways kept°in better rire asd 
than the Benjamin Abbott ..place, it. locked much newer but evidence ow 
unearthed during the restoration. proved it ten years°older or wilt in 
1675. The. barn, burned in.the 1930's, ignited spontaneously by damp 
new hays” anda 

T turn and look. Bt. the alate: where slhew: ‘saalion nad Whe coal | 

sheds next to the railro tracks. jiere id now-see Sid's new ice cream 
stand and a fine “cow BAARee'S for hie herd, On the other side of ‘th the 
track T mies the many little ‘drumlins, . they. having been sold off ‘for 
the gravel and smoothed off to improve the field. Beyond the field, by 
the river, I see the birch trees - no, ne must be the next generation - 
that I climbed and bent to the iitienna as one t on : ee 
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Back up Central Street now, having passed under the "Horn" 
bridges “This. is purely a popular means of identifying the bridge, 
traffic engineers having painted a large "HORN" on the stone abutments 
a5, warning of the sharp and blind turn. Before my day the Hartwell 
Abbott.. bridge over .the river was a flat stone erch, but 1 have known it 
only. .as.en unimposing woodentplanked one. On the right I see Deacon 
Homer Foster's Royse with its big sunny living rocm and the fiéeldstone- 
bayed foundation. ack beyond the big barn, and nestled under the hill- 
side, the old heeecians just shows; in the distance, rows of long white 
hen heuses and the fi¢lds of white Chickens. — 


' At the left, on the corner of Lupine Road, ig Mrs, T. FF. 
Pratt's house and.barn, .and beyond it her son Stenley's bunzalow 
facing down. the hiil on Lugine Road, I glso think of this os where. 
Prank and,arling fetty started housekeeping after Stanley moved out to 
Chestnut, street. From Mrs. Pratt's stonewall beside the barn was 
wooged land end then a sandpit, nearly to the brow of the hill, Here 
was where the inebriated from Lawrence were likely to sleep it off; it 
was also the gypsies’ summer campground. Back on Henderson Avenue, 
about where lo..1l] now.is, would be where some of us had a dugout cabin 
of legs and brush, half.in the ground and half above it. The tree house 
was located about where the avenue turns to Lupine Hoad. 


The sandpit ext ended toward town at the back, but near the 
street in the.curve was Cooper's .Pond., It must have spread over lots 
ioe 9h, and 93... Mr. Kimbali tells, me thet at the turn of the century 
it was not unattractive,and.was used by. the local.boys for hockey games. 
Being shallow, it toze early... In my day it was edged with scrub willow 
and half, full.of old.tin cans,and.gther trash. Bernice, our Polish 
maid, .found)it a.good.source of willow for her baskétry. She made 
meloneshaped baskets of all.sizes up to one-half bushel. [he smaller 
were white of, peeled.sheots, heavier ones of unpeeled, AGross the way, 
onthe outside of the curve, was the Hitchcocks' double house. “They 
eccupied.the.west side, which included the barn; a family nemed ~~ 
Donaldson et one time had the east side. Leter the Kimballs and the 
vadmans had the places .and then a.Dr. FENTRE S : ‘€ beileve. -the Bhat SERBS 
end fence were, added by. the RE He iba | in Breen 


“Next on. the. right ig. the érive to the weeks" house}. with — 
Clarence'« neer the street in the hollow. Clarence's father was a’ 
carpenter, and 1 think that between them they did most of their own 
building. On the left the, bigger house was the Trotts’', and next to it 


@. small one. where, before the iayes', lived a colored man named Major 


and. his white wife. Major. was, the. send hoR, ar the i ee Club and his 
only. SEenheck: was. the. poste. | a be : | 


bos Between bere and. Wane UL So | weg Chatles Hidheis house sad a 
wood. lot. Mr. Buchan ren,the furniture store with Mr. Francis and was 
also Teas chief... j,often heard him at night running "@®mpy-te-clomp" 
by. the house in his heavy boots,. anewering the fire whistle. Eis son, 
tad, held the seme post efter imerson - T had left the neighborhood by 
that time ~ but he used 4 car. 


Opposite Major's, Torr Ayenue (sometimes called "Piccolo" 
Avenue for Torr's little dog) turns off around the Torr~Ward-Kidder- 
Brown lot to Phillips Street. But let us go completely around it to the 


- 2 - 


top of Central Street hill where, opposite No. 71, is the Bera Abbot 
place. Uxtending from Fuller's hedge, lilac bushes berder the side~ 
walk and conveniently supply many blooms for Spring Grove cemetery 

on Memorial Day. in the o1d Abbot house in my day lived Mrs. Abbot 
and her two dauchters, Hattie and Caroline. Paying guests were not 
uhwelcome and I recall one occasion especially when the Shipman family 
moved over there en masse, preparatory to soing south - on te 1917 


that et h Ls) gs eee 3 end "Wer f 
up on Phillips Strest, and even Nears Sti pibncoBieyed nsas-BAdeueee Of & Po 


around the place in the long summer evenings. Mrs. Re at ise was 
never in-rebust health, sat in.the summerhouse on the north lawn (which 
was goal) and passed out signals to the hiders. back of the house, 
toward Fuller's, was the, barn; the drive, or rather two wheel ruts, 
running toward Phillips Street. Wings, extending from each end of the 
house rovers the back, formed a little patio at the center rear; behind 
that was a privy, still in use at that time. A straight walk from 
front door to sidewalk was flanked by two trees, and at its foot was a 
large elm in the.middle of the tar walk which changed to dirt as it 
rounded the ecorrier into Phillips Street, bordered by bushes and shaded 
by still another elm tree. Now we are opposite the Torr-Ward-Kidder- 
Brown house in “~ erotch of the two streeta. 


Known @g the Poor-Cogswell-lerry house, it ip one of the 
show places of town... Also called “Elm Knoll,’ its beautiful big elms 
were not without drawbecks as they attracted squirrels who at one time 
invaded. the house. Here I first met) Alex waldie, barn and yard man, 
and his wife-to-be, blin Larsen,. who’): was second girl for the two 
Miss Wards, Alex used to give me pictures of Ty Cobb and Man-of-War 
with. others that came’ in his cigaret packages. I did not know the 
inside of this house as that of some others, but I recall that the 
Kidders, in doing some redecorating, stripped the wallpaper from the 
north rooms; front and back, upstairs and down, = also, I think, the 
lower hall - and found the Bcc walis had been decorated by some 
itinerant artist. : ne , ES hapa 


I well remember, too, the wooden-cased pump halfway down the 
slope of Phillips Street, just within the stone wall and reached via 
stone steps over the wall, A rusty tin cup hung on the pump, and the 
water was always clear and cool. It was a regular stop for the icemen 
as they drove by from Pomp's Pond, 


The brook between Torr Avenue and Abbot Street yielded no 
water as sweet and pure as that from the aforesaid pump, particularly 
after it caught the overflow from the sewer sump under the sidewalk 
at Fhillips Street! This was corrected by the sewer line along Red 
Spring Road in 1922 or thereabouts. On the northwest corner of 
Abbot Street is where Percy Dove lived before he built the big place 
on South Main Street. You may recall his older boy as the concert 
singer, John Persaval, At the southwest corner a swinging iron gate 
 gdmits us to a rustic walk strewn with pine needles, This was the 

"Old Railroad." 
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POSTSCRIPT 


oad | i started out to take this walk “with my mémory," 
but as I look back I see that Mr. C. Carleton Kimball has 
accompanied mé most of the way, that we have stopped and 
chatted with Mr. Uhester Holland: and Miss Marion. :ernsworth. .. 
ati the National Bank, and with Mr. and Mrss Mitchell Johnson 
by the Joseph &ith house. .I appreciate. the .belpfui sugsestions. 
of Mr..Henry Stevenson and Harold Johnsen and their doing. ree 
"leg work" that I cannot. I am indebted -to my. cousin, | 
Mrs. Mery D. Bennett, and my wife, Alice, for their. proofing. 
and edit WOrK. 
. ae 

- If I were to returb like Rip Van Winkle, after fifty 
years’ absence, and took this waik, there would be,little to 
tell me thet I was baeck:in Andover. The churches - the iibrary - 
a couple of town offices - and the fire department, are still 
Going the same business at the same stands, but they are under . 
Gifferent leadership.» The Andover Savings Bank is in a. 
building by itself; Cress Coal end Smart and Flags have moved; 
the Bookstore is now just that. and not a stationery store; _ 
Blander and Swanton are in the clothing business and at. the site 
of Carl Blander's cs pea el but Carl is connected with it 
only in name. 


~~ I ping doorbells along my walk in an attempt to find 
someone, I know, but only five do I find - in this the old... 
settled part of town - Miriam Sweeney (McArdle), Edith Kendall, 
Mrs. Hussy, Sue Smith (Purdon), and Sid White in their 

Sains ecard drial places. kadtord Abbot ie at the Sare Abbot house. 


Few of the houses. but have ‘an ell added or “‘pemoved, 
a garage tacked on or built in the yard. A dozen or so houses 
I miss, some gone entirely, some moved. I find four new 
streets and about forty new houses... Soe has this "staid old. 
New England town” changed as it bas increased in Pep ehAt Sam 
 £rom a a to. fifteen thousand in peo hase ange | 
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Some Things You Have Seen, - 
And, Some You Have Not. 


. The "Lemon Squeezer" cast iron posts 
that blocked the crescent walk to the 
Memorial Hall Library are gone. I remember 
Similar ones across the Hlm Arch walkway 
where it ended at Chapel Avenue. They were 
probably to prevent horse-and-wagon use of 
the walk. 


_ Square granite posts like those at 
each side of the crescent walk at the side- 
walk line were common, and had various uses. 
They marched up the curb line of Main Street, 
as the parking meters do now, as hitching 
posts for horses. One acted as anchor post 
for the wide driveway gate at No. 97 Main 
Street before the present fence was built. 
You can find one at the sidewalk's edge 
between Nos. 64 and 65 Central Street. 


Two larger ones still stand in pig 
of the Town Balk» 


Smaller ones terminate the low curb 
edging the Caronel Apentasnhe lawn on- 
Main otreet. - sb > 


~ 


There was a low heavy wood fence on 
Main and Chestnut Streets where the Savings 
Bank now stands. It had a boxed base, big 
bulbous balusters topped by a broad boxed 
rail. It extended from the brook on 
Mein Street around the corner to about the 
easterly lot line of No. 12 with two 
openings for the curved drive. A high 
solid board fence extended by the garden 
to No. 6 Chestnut Street. 


A popular fence of acorn-topped posts 


mon See and three heavy board rails edged the Tyer 
ss ss property at the south corner of Chestnut 


and Central Streets. 
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* Ribbon wire fences filled in in many 
places. I recall it in front of the arbor- 
vitee hedge by the hay field between No. 42 
and No. 46 Central Street. Aliso in front 
of No. 6&. Three strands high and with 
ribbons wide enough not to cut you, they 
soon sags@ed, as they made a good swing for 
small boys. 


George Abbot's picket fence by the 
field next to No. 64 suffered from boys 
dragging sticks across it, but the one 
north of the house escaped most of the 
assault. The fence extended only to the 
end of the stonewall at first. 


The fence at Nos. 57 and 59 was on the 
off siace of the street and was not so abused, 
but the gate posts at the drive to No. 59 
suffered when the girls started to drive 
the ear. 


The drop into the field between Nos. 59 
and 65 was protected only by a 4 x 4 beam 
set diagonally on Y-shaped %" iron rods. 

¥y: It was not for some years that the wire mesh 
was added below it. 


Along here by the elm tree and the 
hydrant was the inverted L standpipe to fill 
the watering cart. The last of these still 
standing you will find on Park Street near 
Whittier Street about one hundred feet west 
on the south side. 
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18 Cheever Circle 
Andover, Vassachuseltts 
September 3, 1961) 


My dear Dorothy, 


Attached is a copy of our ‘masterpiece’. I am 
very much pleased with your illustrations but not with tne res 
productions. As you know, I have to do businessymessenger and y 
not in person. I am not familiar with tnis process and I'm 
afraid I took tne cheaper price. The next bid was about ten 
times as much. I guess I got only what I paid for; CHEAP. 
However I certainly appreciate you work and have filed your 
drawing with the Historical Society where theXy will be avail- 
able for better peproduction if demand warrants. Don't think 
that I do not know and appretiate what nice work you have done. 


I nope you enjoy reading my part of the story. 
I started it some ten years ago at Miss Undernill'ts request. 


I wonder if you would take tnis copy and pre- 
sent it to Miss Putnam, for tne library, with OUR cozpliments,-- 
to be on loan or what ever she thinks advisable. I am FILING 
the original copy at #97. They will also end up with a couple 
of carbon copies to circulate. 

\ 

Thanks again for your assistance, and only 

regret the poor reproduction. 


Yours sincerely, 
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) Miss Godldsmith remembers somewhat differently and makes 
X these comments, December 1961, on Tyler Carlton's paper. 
2 FY ¥. t 
(in subjective judgments, the reader can take his choi ce. MP) 


/ Winthrop Pierce(not William) 


Bill Phand (not Pollard) 
Poland 


| Slicky Barnard (Jacob Warren Barnard) 
Gpandfather, not father of Foster and Shirley Barnard) 
Had two children: 

Henry,father of Foster and Shirley 

Gertrude, Mother ofPhilip Bergstrom 


Kate and Elizabeth Swift were cousins not sisters of George Swift 
Posts across entrance to Lybrary were to keep cows out 


Railroad station=- Movie house is the Railroad station- not torn 
agown 


Questions that freight house was across the street. Her recollection 
is that it was next to Hardy and Cole- loading platform for 
9 freight 


Salldy Ripley Cutler( a name that Tyler Carlton could not recall) 


Main Street 

Grade as it is probably when Essex TurnPike laid out 

Side walk( where Barnard Arms is now) level with lawns- 
looked down two or three feet to roadway 

Street railway supposed to pay a franchise 

Her father at time Selectman- Bay State Street Railway 
lowered sidewalks and built Stone wall ine exchange for franchise 


Daniel Webster's address 
Natural amphitheatre in back and to the West of the 
BLE. omith place 


First Moving Picture Theatre ~ 

Feels description "den of iniquity" not fare. She never 
heard a word against place. Arthur Bdiss played snare drum, Ella 
Barton, piano. 4 
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